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Contributions and Copy Dates

Copy dates of the next two issues of The Farnhams Magazine are
January 12 for the March 2018 issue and April 13 for the June issue.

Publication is targeted at the beginning of the month of issue
All articles and photographs for the March edition should be sent to:

Jenny Harper-Jones 01753 643872 jennyhj@gmx.com

To advertise in the Farnhams Magazine
Should you wish to advertise in the magazine,

please contact Peter Lidstone, peter_lidstone@tiscali.co.uk

Circulation 4,200 copies per issue

sharing life in our community

THE FARNHAMS MAGAZINE is published by Farnham Royal Parochial Church Council. It is 
produced quarterly in March, June, September and December and contains village, church and 
council news. If you have any comments or contributions, as an individual, an organisation or a 
business, the Editors will be delighted to hear from you.

THE FARNHAMS MAGAZINE aims to be inclusive of all views and organisations. Views 
expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the editorial board. Please note that it is 
the responsibility of people sending in images to the magazine to ensure that parental permission 
is obtained for the use of images of under 18’s. Farnham Royal PCC cannot accept responsibility 
for such provided images printed in good faith which do not conform to best practice in this area.
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Editorial 
Here we are again on the countdown to Christmas, dark mornings and evenings, Christmas carols
on the radio, advent calendars, cosy nights in, hot chocolate and mince pies. We are hugely fortunate 
to live in the Farnhams and this year instead of getting swept up in the panic gift buying I am going to 
try something different - check out the alternative advent calendar on page 8, maybe you would like 
to try it too?
In this Christmas edition we are looking forward to taking part in local celebrations - the really popular 
Carols on the Green and Christmas Carols in the Beeches. We bring you up to date with news from 
our regular contributors on the rotary clubs, the community library, Burnham Beeches and sporting 
fixtures. Updates from our local schools always make welcome reading, and 60th anniversary 
of Farnham Common Junior School is well covered. Look out in the next edition for news of an 
interschool story competition.
Two new books are featured, one on the wonderful world of Maths, and another about local recruits 
who marched off to battle in the Great War and never returned. We continue to tempt you with a new 
recipe - do try it and let us know how you like it. We look back on the very popular Horticultural Show 
and on a hilarious Last Night at the Proms celebrated in church with a very big screen and lots of flags.

Have a really wonderful Christmas and New Year and we will be back again closer to spring.

Paula Morris	 Jenny Harper-Jones
	 Joint Editors

Before standing down, our current Advertising Manager, Peter Lidstone, will 
complete the advertising process for the 2018 year, which starts with the 
December 2017 issue. We are looking for someone to start now and take 
over the role which will entail fielding enquiries during the coming year 
and handling the future annual sales process.

For more information contact Peter Lidstone on 0773 6168185 
or email peter_lidstone@tiscali.co.uk

Advertising Manager Required

Credit for the cover:

Christmas window, the Handyman, 
Farnham Common
Photo: © Jessica Houdret
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Barbara Meadows
Counsellor/Psychotherapist

01753 889902

Why not talk through your problems 
confidentially with a caring professional?

Sometimes we get stuck with our thoughts and beliefs. 
They go round and round in our heads causing confusion, 

anxiety or depression.
We can have physical symptoms – headache, back ache, 

nausea, sleepless nights.

Let me help you understand and move 
forward in life.

Registered with BACP, UKCP 
(Check me out on these websites or Counselling Directory)

Based in Chalfont St Peter.  Reasonable charges. 

Adrian Martin 
Painting and Decorating 

Interior and Exterior 
 

With over 36 Years’ experience, we provide a high quality, fast, friendly 
and tidy service.  Using only the best materials all our work is guaranteed.  

We are fully insured and references are available on request, for that 
extra peace of mind. 

 
We are also registered as a trustworthy tradesman in Stoke Poges. 

 
To arrange a free, no obligation quote please call 

01494 883387 
 

For an extensive range of wallpapers, value for money with a fast, friendly 
service we highly recommend our supplier Glenn and Elizabeth’s Home and 

Interiors in Farnham Common. 
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Rector’s Letter: Time out at Christmas

Dear Friends
I always look forward to Christmas! I love the season with its long-established traditions, such as the 
Christmas tree, the Christmas dinner, the presents and (not forgetting) the Carol Services. You might 
expect me to look forward to the spiritual side of Christmas and its true meaning. I certainly do because 
my Christian faith is central to my life.

The most pleasurable delight for me at Christmas is when I actually stop all my Christmas activity and 
begin a time of relative stillness. When the last Christmas service is finished and I arrive home, I feel 
a deep sense of inner peace. Then it is generally ‘time out’ for me, apart from domestic tasks or giving 
attention to any pastoral issues in the parish.

Our modern lifestyles make demands on us throughout the year. Even if we are not really busy, we might 
feel we have to look busy because that’s what seems essential to modern life. We all seem to be on the 
treadmill of life, even our children! I am not saying ‘busy’ is bad but ‘busy’ all the time is not good for the 
soul. We all need ‘time out’ before we ‘run out’. Maybe we will get ‘time out’ at Christmas!

‘Time out’ at Christmas is when our spiritual awareness of the season may have a chance. When life is 
moving too fast we fail to see the bigger picture of life. A life lived at pace skims the surface of life, whereas 
times of silence bring depth. I believe that spirituality, however it may be defined, only stands a chance 
when we take time out for stillness.

‘Time out’ at Christmas is for giving attention to our 
families and really be at home. It is when we find inner 
peace and maybe think again about the Christmas 
story. The Christmas story tells of God taking ‘time out’ 
through Jesus to reveal his Love and give us a New 
Life. So, when we take ‘time out’ at Christmas we may 
come home in more ways than one. 

I love Chris Rea’s atmospheric Christmas song:

‘I’m driving home for Christmas
Oh, I can’t wait to see those faces
I’m driving home for Christmas, yea
Well I’m moving down that line
And it’s been so long
But I will be there
I sing this song
To pass the time away
Driving in my car
Driving home for Christmas.’

Happy Christmas everyone

Graham
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Alternative Advent Calendar
I love Christmas and so does my daughter, writes Paula Morris.

However, the Christmas message of kindness and community can get lost amongst 
the commercialism, When I was growing up an advent calendar was a card with 
windows that had scenes from the nativity. Over the years they have progressed 
through chocolate, cosmetics and alcohol, and the excitement of opening each 
window comes with expectation of a gift. In our house this year we will be using this 
calendar (along with a chocolate one) as I want my daughter to join in the real spirit 
of Christmas which is about giving and not receiving. Why don’t you join us in this act 
of kindness calendar or make your own! The Farnhams is a fabulous place to live, we 
are truly blessed – let’s share our blessings. 
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1 Hedgerley Hill, Hedgerley 
Tel: 01753 312866 (24 hours) 

Email: info@opalsfunerals.co.uk

www.opalsfunerals.co.uk

The ‘CHOICE’ is yours...

Modern, Traditional,  
Green or Bespoke

Choosing the right 
Farewell

 

 
The Beeches Café – Located at the centre 
of Burnham Beeches, on Lord Mayors Drive, 
at The Common – is open daily for freshly 
prepared food and refreshments from 10am 
till dusk. Home-made cakes and 
sandwiches including the famous Beeches 
Bacon Sandwich, Paninis, Dairy Ice Creams, 
Teas, Coffee and Soft Drinks.  
Come and see us for a comfortable seat, a 
friendly smile - and our grass roof.                     
 

 

Proprietor; 
Kavan Harley 
Tel: 648758 
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Burnham Beeches Bulletin

Chris Morris, senior ranger of Burnham Beeches, tells of far sighted philanthropists.
The Square Mile in the City of London and an ancient woodland in Buckinghamshire seem like 
strange bedfellows but how is it that the former is custodian of the latter?

In the late Victorian era, there was a great deal of concern about the rapid disappearance of 
public open spaces to make way for houses and other developments. These open spaces 
were not only surviving fragments of the country’s natural wildwood habitat and green oases 
for wildlife, but also somewhere where the city dwellers of the time could escape the smog and 
pollution of London’s Victorian streets.

To minimise the threat to the health and well-being of Londoners, the City of London 
Corporation sought to introduce legislation which would allow them to acquire land outside its 
legislative boundaries but within a 25 mile radius of the Square Mile. They employed a young 
solicitor, Robert Hunter, to assist them (in 1895 he teamed up with Octavia Hill and Canon 
Hardwicke Rawnsley to form the National Trust). 

As a result of the ambitious project, Parliament passed the Epping Forest and Open Spaces 
Acts in 1878, the latter enabling the Corporation to buy Burnham Beeches (24.5 miles from the 
City) in 1880. This far-sighted policy was the inspiration behind the later Green Belt movement, 
designed to protect the countryside around British cities from urban sprawl.

The Beeches became a popular destination for Londoners, who would catch the train to 
Slough and then a bus to the southern end of Lord Mayors Drive. From there visitors would 
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enjoy a stroll around Sevenways Plain 
and the ancient pollards, perhaps take a 
donkey ride or go to see artists painting 
at the ponds, probably finishing with 
a cup of tea at Wingrove’s tea rooms. 
Over time, following the cancellation 
of the bus service and the increasing 
use of private cars, the focus of visitors 
migrated from the southern end of the 
site to the entrance close to Farnham 
Common.

Today, around two thirds of visitors to 
the site come from within five miles 
with the rest from further afield and, whilst some of the former attractions have long gone, 
the ancient trees and peaceful woodland walks continue to be a draw for locals and people 
from much further afield. Recent visitor number surveys have confirmed that the Beeches 
attracts around 580 000 visits every year; a huge amount for any square mile of woodland but 
particularly significant for one which is internationally important for nature conservation.

When the City bought the Beeches they did so to maintain it for public recreation whilst 
preserving its natural aspect - balancing the sometimes conflicting needs of both is challenging 
but, with careful management, it can be achieved. As East Burnham Common was heavily 
damaged by army activity during WWII, its nature conservation quality is now a little lower 
than other areas of the site, so it is the ideal place to focus visitor facilities such as the café 
and public toilets.

Closing the majority of roads through the site not only drastically reduced problems of 
speeding traffic, fly-tipping and car break-ins, but it also greatly benefitted the wildlife and, 
overnight, provided a network of surfaced paths where visitors can walk in safety. Over the 
past twenty years or so a network of surfaced paths has also been added; these form our 
easy access path network, whilst elsewhere we have used gravel from the site to repair and 
improve existing well-trodden routes. On particularly muddy routes boardwalks have been 
installed, with the ‘zig-zag’ route across the mire being particularly popular with little explorers. 

With no rights of way through the site, we are able to divert paths away from sensitive areas, 
such as the old trees - some of the most important habitats on the reserve - rather than 
cutting them down. To help them understand the site better we provide visitors with leaflets, 
information boards and guided walks. We also support community events like the ‘Big Picnic’ 
and ‘Carols at the Café’ and, whilst we do not have an education service, we engage school 
children with walks, talks and mini beast hunts. Of course there is also the ‘day job’ of carefully 
nurturing the ancient trees and habitats.

Local council taxes do not fund the Beeches; it is run as a charitable trust, with funding 
mostly from private sources. Revenue from filming, parking charges, donations and legacies 
is becoming increasingly important for the long term management of the reserve. Nearby 
developments and high visitor numbers add further pressures to the site, and consequently 
to budgets. If you are local or a regular user and are inspired by the vision of our Victorian 
forefathers, you can help to contribute to the future of the reserve: make a donation on-site 
or a larger donation on-line or join the volunteers whose practical and office work really does 
make a huge difference.

12



 
A prep school for boys and girls aged 3 to 11 years 

Farnham Royal 

Dair House School  

01753 643964  admissions@dairhouse.co.uk 

At Dair House your child will 
look forward to each new 

school day. 

to be an important  individual within 
our caring community, 

and to be free to explore their  
natural curiosity? 

to play in three acres of  
spectacular school grounds, 

to enjoy a love of learning, 

 

Would you like your child… 
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Farnham Common 
Junior School’s 60th Anniversary

Andrew Parry, Chair of Governors, tells of the great celebrations this summer.

Farnham Common Junior School celebrated its 60th anniversary this year with an event offering 
60 activities for young and old! You probably were there, as well over 700 people came. The 
mammoth event was organized by an astonishingly dedicated group of parents, staff and 
governors.

We were honoured to have the school’s first Head Teacher, Mr. Aubrey Bass, attend and he and 
Mrs. Fischer cut the ribbon to open the celebrations. Mr. Bass showed us photographs from that 
time - some things were familiar, but then he had more funding than he needed - whereas today 
we rely more and more on generous parents, alumni and the community to support us.

Our MP, Dominic Grieve, was there to support us, and he really enjoyed the “excellent celebrations” 
and will be visiting the schools again in November.

On display were all the Leavers photographs from our archives, dating back to 1986 (earlier 
photos welcome!) and over 150 former pupils identified their younger selves and more than 40 
signed up to our new alumni network.
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Children from both schools put on wonderful displays of art and singing, demonstrating the results 
of their hard work and that of their teachers (many of whom were involved in the anniversary, even 
after a very busy week.)

We have provided a quality education and contributed to the community for over 60 years, we 
really value your support. If you would like to help us further, one easy way to do this, at no cost 
to yourself, is through Easyfundraising. We get a percentage from the retailer (not from you) every 
time you shop online, so please go to 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk. Then select one of:

“Farnham Common Junior School PTA”

“Friends of Farnham Common Infant School”

The children enjoy some of the activities
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Thinking of replacing 
your kitchen, bedroom, 
or home offi ce?
Visit one of our large showrooms for inspiration 
& to book your FREE design visit.

Farnham Common Showroom 
1-2 The Parade, Farnham Common, Bucks  SL2 3QJ   Tel: 01753 642362
Ashford Showroom  
85 Church Road, Ashford, Middlesex  TW15 2PE    Tel: 01784 245964  

4914 Ashford Adverts - Local Directory.indd   1 28/07/2016   16:36
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St Mary’s Farnham Royal C. of E. School

It has already been a very successful start to the school year at St Mary’s. The children and staff 
have all settled in to their new year groups well and there is, of course, a buzz of excitement as 
the Christmas festivities draw upon us.

The Harvest Festival was a recurring success with parents generously donating food and other 
provisions in order to give a hand up to families in the community. The church service for this event 
was very popular with parents and members of the community. In addition, the school provided a 
food tasting opportunity in the hall with all the produce that had been grown and cared for by the 
pupils for all to try.

The annual Third Age Lunch has been in full preparation with all hands on deck to make it as 
successful as it has always been in previous years. The choir are practising the well known and 
loved traditional Christmas songs to perform to our visitors.

We are looking forward to the annual school Christmas Carol service which has always been a 
popular, warming event with staff, pupils and members of the community. The pupils and choir 
have an additional opportunity to perform to the church and Rev Graham leads the service.

School Nativity plays are well underway and both teachers and pupils are working hard to ensure 
each performance runs as smoothly and as professionally as possible.

This term, we can also take pride in our sporting achievements, which not only includes the ‘skip-
a-thon week’ involving a majority of the whole school, fund raising for the British Heart Foundation. 
Mile a Day initiative was also launched throughout the whole school proving to be a huge success 
with our children, enjoying 10 minutes of activity every day. We are also delighted to announce 
that we achieved the School Games Mark Award for the 2016/17 academic year. School Games 
Mark is a Government led award scheme.

Year 4 and Year 1 pupils were lucky enough to take part in a Karate demonstration where they 
learnt basic self-defence moves.

Year 2 Football Team – Entered first ever competition at Dair House and after playing against 
three other schools won the tournament and our Year 6 Football Team – Play in the Chiltern and 
South Bucks Primary Schools league. Played 1, lost 1. Played in the first round of the under 11 
cup and after 1-1 at full time, were triumphant in a penalty shoot - out and now progress to the 
next round. 

Year 6 – 28 year six children attended the Dare to Believe sports festival in Beaconsfield where 
they participated in Boccia, Goalball, Sitting Volleyball and assisted running.

The next exciting school event is the Music & Arts Festival, which takes place early in the Spring 
Term.
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Hedgerley Historical Society

Hedgerley Historical Society has published a book to commemorate the Ten Hedgerley Men from 
the Great War. John Lovelock, Secretary of the Society and Project Leader, provides us with an 
insight into the project and how one man from Farnham Common is commemorated in the book 

In 1914, the combined population of the adjoining 
parishes of Hedgerley and Hedgerley Dean was 250 and 
of these 88 able bodied men left the village to fight for 
their country in what became known as the Great War. 
Sadly, 10 of these men did not survive and a Memorial 
was erected inside St Mary’s Church shortly after the end 
of the war to commemorate them. 

Hedgerley Historical Society decided in February 2013 
to commence a research project to discover more about 
their short lives growing up in Hedgerley before the War.
Our hope was that our research would provide us with a 
greater insight into life in Hedgerley one hundred years 
ago and possibly reveal unknown photographs and 
documents from this period in our history.

We soon discovered that our research would have to 
be more detailed as there was only one living relative 
of the ten men still living in the village. In addition to 
that, the 1911 Census revealed that only four of the men 
were living in the village prior to the outbreak of war. 
We consulted Census and Parish Records, School Log 
Books, Parish Council Minutes, Local Directories, Estate 
Records and War Diaries. We spent several days reading the War Diaries for the Regiments our 
men served in. These records were written in pencil usually by officers who were in the midst of 
the theatre of war. 

During the course of the project we established contact with relatives of five of the men. One 
relative of Francis Piner was having her car serviced at a garage in Hazlemere Bucks and saw an 
article on the project published in HiYa Bucks Magazine, and we discovered a further relative by 
contacting all the Stockwell families in the Slough Telephone directory!

It was Philip Stockwell who grew up in East Burnham and Farnham Common. Philip’s Grandfather 
Caleb was Licenced Victualler at The Crown Inn East Burnham in 1851 and later at The Green 
Man public house Beaconsfield Road in 1861. 

By 1911 the family had moved to the telephone office in Kingsway Farnham Common where his 
older sister Catherine was a telephone operator. The following year, on the 5th October 1912, 
Philip married Sarah Roberts at Slough Register Office. Philip and Sarah had three children who 
were all born in One Pin Lane, Hedgerley Dean, and this would explain why he appears on the 
Hedgerley War Memorial.

Sadly one of our research team, Judith Broadgate, a resident of Farnham Common, died during 
the production of this book, but her research that is included in this publication is a wonderful 
legacy of her investigative and written skills.

The book TEN HEDGERLEY MEN FROM THE GREAT WAR is on sale at Spar Hedgerley Hill 
price £10.

TEN HEDGERLEY MEN 
FROM THE GREAT WAR 
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Do you need pain relief, posture or exercise advice,
post-operative rehabilitation?

A full range of physiotherapy is available including massage, electrotherapy,
acupuncture, aromatherapy, joint and soft tissue techniques.

Call 01753 664114 to make an appointment at
Park Hall Clinic, Wexham Street, SL3 6NB

(next to the health club).
 Park Hall Clinic has own on-site parking.

Katie Relf M.C.S.P. Bsc (Hons) Vivien Wood M.C.S.P.

sbp@uwclub.net www.southbucksphysio.co.uk

Self-pay (no doctor referral needed) and insured patients welcome.

SBP has excellent links with local consultants. 

SBPhysiotherapists
south bucks

Established over 40 years
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Parish Patch

Hilda Holder, Clerk, and Trevor Clapp, Chairman of the Parish Council wish you all a Merry 
Christmas

If this reaches you in time we hope you can join us for Carols on Kingsway Green on 9th 
December. This is always a lovely way to start the Christmas season with the Christmas lights 
being turned on on 1st December. 

2018 of course marks the centenary of the end of WW1 and the Council has made sure that the 
war memorial in Farnham Royal is looking its best. Repairs were undertaken recently and it 
has been thoroughly cleaned. In addition the Parish Council has supported an initiative from 1st 
Hedgerley Scouts to plant poppies around the flag in Farnham Common.

A separate initiative by the Rotary Club of Burnham Beeches to support their polio campaign 
will see crocuses being planted around the Templewood Lane junction. So we are expecting a 
colourful year ahead.

One of the many issues residents complain about is dog fouling. The old Dog Control Orders have 
been replaced by Public Space Protection Orders. The District Council are shortly to introduce 
a blanket PSPO regarding dog fouling in public spaces which means they can employ their dog 
wardens to follow up complaints of dog fouling anywhere on public land not just areas covered 
previously by a specific dog control order. They have confirmed this would even include Farnham 
Common Sports Club.

They have just concluded a consultation about introducing specific new PSPOs for specific areas 
which would need to be evidence based to deal with other dog control issues, for example dogs 
being on leads and multiple dog walking. So we will let residents know if we hear more.

Work should by now be completed on resurfacing footpath 4 between Barn Close and Egypt 
Lane. This should greatly improve access via this main route to Burnham Beeches. Following a 
campaign by residents this work was undertaken by the County Council but was supported and 
funded mainly by the Parish Council.

The initiative led by residents and facilitated by the parish council to number Blackpond Lane 
has at last come into effect . This was quite an extensive consultation exercise and from it, it is 
hoped this will help delivery vans, taxis and emergency services to better locate properties along 
this long lane. 

We are concerned about illegal signage in the villages. Not only is it unsightly but such signs 
can also be a hazard to pedestrians and affect traffic sight lines. The removal of these is now 
something we can deal with under our devolved services contract with the County Council. If you 
are aware of any advertising signage being put up on public spaces or street furniture please let 
our Clerk know. 

The community Speedwatch scheme is at last about to go live. Two residents have trained to be 
Police Support Volunteers, but more volunteers are necessary to help to man the speed camera 
from time to time. Only minimal training is required for this. Please let the Clerk know if you are 
interested in helping with local operations aimed at reducing speeding.
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The Parish Council has arranged for an arboriculturalist to map out trees of value to our parish. 
The aim is to ensure as many of these as possible are covered by TPOs in due course. 

The Parish Plan has now been agreed and we hope to publish this on the Parish Council website 
shortly. This sets out the policies that the Parish Council have adopted in response to the views 
returned in the survey. Thank you to everyone who returned a questionnaire.

The Parish Council has been approached by a major developer to work with them in developing 
proposals for a large parcel of land in the villages. Needless to say this is a controversial issue 
with almost everyone and it has yet to be fully debated at the Parish Council. It could see us 
putting our foot down and saying no or being proactive and trying to rebalance the housing stock 
that we have. As always your views will be welcome, so look out for when the matter will be before 
the Council to come and have your say at the meeting.

Just a reminder that agendas and minutes of the Parish Council meeting are posted on the village 
noticeboards and on the PC website. There has been little take up on the email circulation list, so 
for now you will need to look to these resources for agenda items.

Finally, we have a vacancy for a Councillor. In drawing up your new year’s resolutions why 
not consider how you can help run our community. Or as Walt Disney once said “The way to get 
started is to quit talking and begin doing”

Have a Happy New Year!

The Parish Council has been advised of recent incidents when bus drivers on the local 
Arriva and First bus routes have refused to accept bus passes as valid between 9am and 
9.30am. Bus pass holders have been turned away on the grounds that the ticket machine 

says the bus stop is in Slough where the rules are different.

To be clear any bus pass holders from the parish trying to catch a bus at a bus stop 
within the parish have a right to use their bus pass on any bus after 9am. 

If this has happened to you since 20th October 2017 can you please let the Parish Council 
Clerk know. Either ring 01753 648497 or email clerk@farnhamroyal-pc.gov.uk . We would 

be happy to keep a record of any such incidents and take the issue up with Bucks County 
Council or the bus companies directly.
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Horticultural Show

This year’s Horticultural Show was as colourful as ever, with the good summer weather helping 
to produce a wonderful display of garden produce. The Village Hall looked really colourful with 
dahlias, gladioli and roses magnificently displayed. 

The subjects offered for flower arranging this year may not have inspired quite as many entries as 
usual, but Chinese New Year created some spectacular feasts for the eyes. Outer Space was a 
bit challenging, but the Sapphire Jubilee was duly celebrated.

One could only marvel at the ingenuity of local growers with their variety of vegetables, just as 
numerous as ever - heaviest, longest and simply the best. 

These stunning dahlias formed part of a beautiful display of flowers

Winner of the 
Robin Kemp 

Memorial Album, 
giving the Judges 

most pleasure, 
was a recycled 
model by Mia 

Wyllie

Children’s lively 
imagination 

resulted in a lot of 
fun and creativity, 
which never failed 

to delight.
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Some classes could do with a boost. Where are all the “crafty” people in Farnham Common and 
Hedgerley? Quilters, knitters, woodworkers, modellers, painters - let’s see all the lovely things you 
make next year! And are the locals being more abstemious these days, I wonder? Gather up fruits 
and produce more wine, beer and sloe gin to warm the winter months! Thankfully there was no 
lack of cakes and lots of jam to put on the scones, and marmalade to go on the bread.

So sad that this as the last year of the show for Douglas Morris and John Conen, who have 
worked tirelessly for many years to ensure the smooth running and success of the show. We shall 
really miss you. An enormous thank you to them, and to all the back room boys and girls behind 
the scenes.

Hedgerley W.I. provided tea and delicious homemade cakes 
for over 100 people

John Conen with some wine and sloe gin Jenny Harper-Jones won “Best in Show” on the theme of 
the Sapphire Jhbilee
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Douglas Morris wishes you a fond farewell

I have been Chairman of the Horticultural Society for around six years and during this time the 
Society has donated £3,250 pounds to local charities, for which I am very proud.

The main reason that Angela and I are leaving is that it has always been our wish to live near the 
sea and we are in the process of hopefully moving to Dorset, to a house 6 miles outside Wimborne 
Minster and around 15 miles from the coast.

We moved to Farnham Common from Beaconsfield Old Town some 16 years ago and during 
this time I have been involved in The Royal British Legion, Riding for the Disabled and, more 
recently, the committee organising the Summer Fete for St. John’s Church. On moving to Dorset 
I anticipate continuing my involvement with the RBL and the RDA but do not think I would have 
been able to carry out any of these activities without Angela by my side cheering me on!! We 
are both sorry to be leaving Farnham Common but we sincerely hope we have made a small 
contribution to the community.

Douglas Morris, Angela Morris and Judy Tipping are seen here presenting a cheque to Di Redfern, 
Chairman of the South Bucks Riding for the Disabled Group at their Quiz Night held in October in 
Beaconsfield. The donation was the direct result of surplus cash after all expenses were paid from 
The Farnhams & Hedgerley Horticultural Society’s Show held in September of this year.
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Shamin Ahmed at the award ceremony Memories of India restaurant

Memories of India

Shamin Ahmed, of Memories of India, tells Jessica Houdret about winning a ‘ restaurant of the 
year award’ and shares some of the secrets of his success.

Memories of India has been voted best Indian restaurant in the South East of England. In a 
country-wide annual competition, judged by the English Curry Awards organisation, our local 
Farnham Common curry house won the regional award in the ‘restaurant of the year’ category, in 
recognition of its high quality of food and service. 

Owner, Shamin, who began his restaurant career working in the kitchens, said, “I think it helped 
that our food is a little different from other Indian restaurants. I have spent a lot of time with the 
chef designing dishes, working out unusual spice combinations and adding different ingredients.” 

This is evident in the imaginative menu, featuring choices such as ‘Weeping Tiger’, a prawn dish 
which includes a splash of cointreau, and a standard Afghani lamb dish, lifted by its unique use of 
spices not normally associated with this recipe. 

The award was presented at a glittering evening at the Mercure Manchester Piccadilly Hotel, in 
August this year. Accolades were distributed in a variety of categories ranging from an individual 
‘lifetime achievement’ award, to best takeaway, best chef, or best restaurant, decided regionally. 

For the best restaurant of the year award, the many curry houses nominated by online reviewers, 
are whittled down to 10 finalists in each region, who are all visited anonymously by English Curry 
Awards judges. Five finalists from each region are then invited to the awards ceremony.

“I didn’t think we would win,” said Shamin, “but managed to persuade a friend to come with me to 
Manchester. ‘Best Restaurant’ was the last category to be announced, so we sat through a long 
evening and it was just the greatest feeling when they called our name.”

Memories of India has been open for sixteen years, but owner Shamin has only been running it 
hands on for the last five. “I really would like to stress,” he said, “that I owe this success to all the 
people from Farnham Common, who voted for me and have supported me, so a big thank you to 
all of them.”
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Farnham Common Sports Club

The new Chairman of Farnham Common Sports Club reminds encourages 
us to utilise the excellent facilities.

The Sports Club started as a Cricket Club in 1958 with a Pavilion built by 
volunteers at a cost of £458. How times have changed!

The Club now has over 700 members with many more using the club for fitness sessions. Cricket 
has been joined by Hockey, Rugby, Tennis, Squash and a fitness room that talented fitness 
trainers use for individual fitness training or group classes. The Bar has become a social centre for 
many people with Jackie Curtis offering superb bar food and a great selection of discounted beers.

The Cricket club has had a hugely successful season fielding three teams regularly on Saturdays. 
The 1st XI were promoted and there was a significant increase in membership. The pitch and 
outfield are now considered so good that Bucks use the ground for over 50s and age group 
matches.

Bucks over 50s v Kent Over 50s 

The Friday evening junior coaching 
sessions has become a social occasion 
for parents and great fun for the children. 
If you have children from age 5-16 come 
and see us in the Summer on Friday 
evenings at 6pm. Check our website for 
start dates.

The tennis section continues to thrive 
with seven teams regularly representing 
the club, the highlight being the men’s 
1st team being promoted into Div 2 of the 
Bucks Shield League. With the installation 
of floodlights the tennis courts are now 

used night and day. Plans are advanced to recover two courts to take advantage of the latest 
surface technology. We are very lucky to have one of the best coaches in Stephen Wright, and he 
offers adult coaching, but also runs Summer and Winter Camps for juniors. Please visit the Tennis 
section on the Club’s website for details.

Hockey is finding life difficult as the sport has moved to playing on artificial surfaces. Clubs that 
have these surfaces have become a magnet for players. That said, we have a thriving junior 
section run by Jo Dobson and we regularly field a ladies 1st team and a Veterans team known as 
the ‘Wrinklies’.

The squash courts continue to be a busy place particularly on Saturdays where Matt Davies 
coaches our juniors many of whom have gone onto play for the County. The men’s teams held 
their own in their league and the friendly squash ladders are very competitive. The plan this year 
is for a refurbishment of the squash changing areas.

The fitness room continues to be a huge success, group classes are held daily by a variety 
of trainers with personal training offered by Steve Dowse of Definition4fitness. In the Summer 
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evenings the playing fields are full of 
people doing boot camps and other 
activities. Please visit the club website 
for times and contact details.

The Club bar is a busy place. BT 
Sport and Sky Sports channels show 
live Champions League and premier 
League football is shown plus live 
Rugby matches. Jackie Curtis the Club 
Steward offers great bar food. The Club 
continues to offer a venue for parties, 
christenings and company events. 
Booking details are on the club website.

So since 1958 the club has come a 
long way, but it faces challenges. Adult 

participation in team Sport is reducing, which is a worrying trend. The Sports Club has been 
proactive in addressing the problem. As school Sport provision has declined the Sports club has 
stepped up. All our sports have thriving junior sections, coaches are trained and parents are 
encouraged to get involved. Having added 
a fitness section, should the Sports Club 
accommodate other sports such as cycling 
or running. We would like to hear from 
anyone who currently feels their sport isn’t 
provided for in our area.

The Sports Club is a fantastic amenity for 
our community but it needs your support. 
The Club is non-profit making and only has 
one employee. Believe it or not everything 
is done by a small committed group of 
volunteers. Please visit the club with your 
families and see what it can offer, come to 
the Christmas Fayre and come along to 
some of the social events we arrange.

Contacts:

Fcsc.org.uk

Chairman: Richard Thomas richard@ceramictile.co.uk

Drifters Rugby: Dave Hancock dchancock52@hotmail.com

Mini Rugby : David de Brito david.db@meridianc.com

Squash: LuisSilva luis@gobook247.com

Cricket : Julian Irvine julian.irvine@gmail.com

Tennis: fcsc.tennis@gmail.com

Hockey: Jo Dobson jojodobson176@gmail.com
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Drifter’s Memorial Match

On a beautiful, sunny afternoon with a dry well-maintained pitch, the Drifters Rugby Football 
Club produced a match of great rugby to celebrate the life of and remember a much-loved 
captain James ‘Paddy’ Cotter, who sadly died in August at the young age of 43.

The teams were drawn from the club old and new: the youngest player in his teens and 
the oldest in his sixties! Over 40 members of the club turned out to play and the match was 
divided into four quarters of 20 minutes, allowing everyone to participate. Both players and 
spectators stood for a minute’s silence before the game to remember James.

The running of the backs was determined and full of quality, both of speed and handling; the 
forwards huffed, puffed, jumped and frequently charged with great vigour. The whole event 
was run by a considerate referee, John Mewes (clad in shocking pink), and the scoring of 5 
tries and 4 conversions to each team reflected the skills that resulted in a very open game.

After the match the teams, mostly clad in the unmistakeable Drifters’ blazers and ties, 
reminisced for some hours with Guinness in hand and many an old friendship was revived. 
The whole was a great advertisement for both the Drifters and the game of rugby.
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Burnham Lions have a ball

On Saturday 23rd 
September 2017 The 
Burnham Lions Club held 
a Centennial Ball and 
Charity Auction at The 
Grovefield House Hotel, 
Burnham to celebrate 
100 years of Lions Clubs 
International.

The event was attended 
by 90 guests, some from 
the local community and 
some from much further 
afield.

Commenting on the event, 
Lion John Edwards (one of 
the key organisers of the 
event and the Burnham 
Lions Club’s 1st Vice 
President) said, “this was an extremely successful and fun event. Everyone that attended 
the ball had a great time and we raise a good amount of money for good causes. Our club 
would like to thank all the local businesses that generously donated some fabulous auction 
prizes.”

The event in total raised a staggering £1,900 of which nearly £1,200 was raised from the 
Charity Auction.

The evening comprised of a 3-course meal and drinks, followed by a charity auction and 
then a disco provided by local DJ Andy Webb from Out of This World Discos.

The money raised from the auction will be split between two Lions Clubs’ Centennial 
Projects; namely Sight and Measles. The Lions Clubs International initiative on measles 
aims to globally prevent any new cases of measles. The Sight Charities, collectively named 
“Sharing the Vision” aims to prevent future cases of unnecessary blindness through vision 
screenings and educational events. The rest of the money will be shared between local 
charities.

One of the evening’s highlights was the presentation of the Melvin Jones Fellowship 
honour to Burnham Lion Iain Pudney. The Melvin Jones Fellowship is the highest honour 
that a Lions Club can award an individual, named after the founder of the Lions Clubs 
International. Iain received the award for his long-standing commitment to Lions Clubs 
humanitarian causes and in recognition of his tremendous success in rolling out “Message 
in a Bottle” nationwide.

Iain Pudney with award
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Works 

 

Attention To Detail 
   
 ELECTRICIAN & PLUMBER

EMERGENCY CALLS WELCOME
All Domestic Electrical 

Wiring & Re-wiring

Extra Sockets & Lights

Security & Outside Lighting

Electric Showers

Electric fans

All Plumbing Work Undertaken 

Fully Insured - References Available - Free Estimates  

Tel:  Mobile  07774 718376  
        Evenings  01753 522882     

Email: markholder12@gmail.com
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Everything is home cooked, using only the freshest ingredients

Dishes on the menu include 
Greek moussaka, feta cheese pie 
and spinach pie.

Delivery and collection arrangements

07846  277 459

greekhomecooking@outlook.com

www.greekhomecooking.co.uk

A selection of traditional Greek dishes and desserts



Could you twin your Toilet?
The Inner Wheel Club of Burnham is hoping to turn the Farnhams into Toilet Twinned villages and to 
do this we need your help. 

What is toilet twinning?

Toilet Twinning (www.toilettwinning.org) is a registered 
charity that works to improve sanitation conditions in 
the developing world. By installing toilets, improving 
sanitation and teaching children and adults about the 
importance of washing their hands and preventing 
disease they improve lifespan and living conditions. Did 
you know that 40% of the world’s population do not have 
a loo? Women and children are especially vulnerable as 
they walk to the edge of their communities to go to the toilet in the open late at night.

How Toilet twinning works

Each toilet costs £60 (or you can twin a school toilet block for £240). Your toilet is twinned with one 
that has just been built in the country of your choice. You get a certificate to put on your toilet wall 
with a photograph of the twinned toilet and the GPS co-ordinates of its location. The money goes to 
building the next toilet or sanitary projects in the country that your toilet is twinned with.

How can the Farnhams’ become – a toilet twinned village?

To achieve ‘Toilet Twinned status’ we have to twin at least 5 toilets in publicly accessible places and 
encourage as many people as we can to get involved. The Parish Council are supporting this project 
and have agreed to let the public toilets in Farnham Common be twinned.

What has the Inner Wheel Club got to do with all this?

The Inner Wheel Club of Burnham is co-ordinating the twinning as part of its International fund 
raising for the year 2017-18 and is raising money for some of the twinnings. There is no Inner Wheel 
Club in the Farnhams’ but many of our members are residents. Inner Wheel is a lady’s service 
organisation that is part of the Rotary family. The Burnham Club meets once a month on a Monday 
evening at the Pines Hotel and our members mostly live in Burnham or the Farnhams’. We have 
social events and also fundraise for charities local, National and International. New members are 
always welcome, come along for a meeting to see what we do!

Progress so far

We had a fund raiser event at the Yew Tree/Indian Courtyard early in the year. In the summer we 
had a stand at the village fete and raised enough money to twin the new toilet at St Mary’s Church, 
Farnham Royal. We have agreement from the Parish to twin the public toilets in Farnham Common 
with a school block and the hand over is being planned. A group of regulars at Farnham Royal 
Cricket Club have twinned a toilet there and two local business have purchased one as a result.

How can you help?

Stuck for a Christmas present? Why not twin your loved one’s toilet! If you own a business why not 
consider supporting the project by twinning the toilet or encouraging your staff to raise some money 
to do so. Together we can help those in other countries who are sick through lack of basic sanitation 
while having a bit of fun in the process.

For further information (and where to buy your toilet!):

See www.toilettwinning.org or contact helen@helen-read.co.uk for more information about Toilet 
Twinning or Inner Wheel. Helen usually has a few toilets ready to be twinned!

Could	you	twin	your	Toilet?	
The	Inner	Wheel	Club	of	Burnham	is	hoping	to	turn	the	Farnhams’	into	a	Toilet	Twinned	village	and	to	do	this	we	
need	your	help.			
	
What	is	toilet	twinning?	
Toilet	Twinning	(www.toilettwinning.org)	is	a	registered	charity	that	works	to	improve	sanitation	conditions	in	the	
developing	world.		By	installing	toilets,	improving	sanitation	and	teaching	children	and	adults	about	the	importance	
of	washing	their	hands	and	preventing	disease	they	improve	lifespan	and	living	conditions.		Did	you	know	that	40%	
of	the	world’s	population	do	not	have	a	loo?		Women	and	children	are	especially	vulnerable	as	they	walk	to	the	edge	
of	their	communities	to	go	to	the	toilet	in	the	open	late	at	night.	
	
How	Toilet	twinning	works	
Each	toilet	costs	£60	(or	you	can	twin	a	school	toilet	block	for	£240).		Your	toilet	is	twinned	with	one	that	has	just	
been	built	in	the	country	of	your	choice.		You	get	a	certificate	to	put	on	your	toilet	wall	with	a	photograph	of	the	
twinned	toilet	and	the	GPS	co-ordinates	of	its	location.		The	money	goes	to	building	the	next	toilet	or	sanitary	
projects	in	the	country	that	your	toilet	is	twinned	with.	
	
How	can	the	Farnhams’	become	–	a	toilet	twinned	village?	
To	achieve	‘Toilet	Twinned	status’	we	have	to	twin	at	least	5	toilets	in	publicly	accessible	places	and	encourage	as	
many	people	as	we	can	to	get	involved.		The	Parish	Council	are	supporting	this	project	and	have	agreed	to	let	the	
public	toilets	in	Farnham	Common	be	twinned.	
	
What	has	the	Inner	Wheel	Club	got	to	do	with	all	this?	
The	Inner	Wheel	Club	of	 Burnham	is	co-ordinating	the	
twinning	as	part	of	its	 International	fund	raising	for	the	
year	2017-18	and	is	 raising	money	for	some	of	the	
twinnings.		There	is	no	 Inner	Wheel	Club	in	the	Farnhams’	
but	many	of	our	 members	are	residents.		Inner	
Wheel	is	a	lady’s	service	 organisation	that	is	part	of	the	
Rotary	family.		The	 Burnham	Club	meets	once	a	month	
on	a	Monday	evening	at	 the	Pines	Hotel	and	our	members	
mostly	live	in	Burnham	 or	the	Farnhams’.		We	have	social	
events	and	also	 fundraise	for	charities	local,	
National	and	 International.		New	members	are	
always	welcome,	come	 along	for	a	meeting	to	see	what	we	
do!	
	
Progress	so	far	
We	had	a	fund	raiser	event	at	the	Yew	Tree/Indian	Courtyard	early	in	the	year.	In	the	summer	we	had	a	stand	at	the	
village	fete	and	raised	enough	money	to	twin	the	new	toilet	at	St	Mary’s	Church,	Farnham	Royal.		We	have	
agreement	from	the	Parish	to	twin	the	public	toilets	in	Farnham	Common	with	a	school	block	and	the	hand	over	is	
being	planned.		A	group	of	regulars	at	Farnham	Royal	Cricket	Club	have	twinned	a	toilet	there	and	two	local	business	
have	purchased	one	as	a	result.	
	
How	can	you	help?	
Stuck	for	a	Christmas	present?		Why	not	twin	your	loved	one’s	toilet!		If	you	own	a	business	why	not	consider	
supporting	the	project	by	twinning	the	toilet	or	encouraging	your	staff	to	raise	some	money	to	do	so.		Together	we	
can	help	those	in	other	countries	who	are	sick	through	lack	of	basic	sanitation	while	having	a	bit	of	fun	in	the	
process.	
	
For	further	information	(and	where	to	buy	your	toilet!):	
See	www.toilettwinning.org	or	contact	helen@helen-read.co.uk	for	more	information	about	Toilet	Twinning	or	Inner	
Wheel.		Helen	usually	has	a	few	toilets	ready	to	be	twinned!	
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Rotary Club of Burnham Beeches

Rebecca Whitlock reports on another fabulous few months for the Rotary Club of 
Burnham Beeches.

We have been busy! Our perennially popular Golf Day in early September, held this year at South 
Bucks Golf Club, was attended by as many non-members as members this year and once again 
a non-Rotarian won the day. A sumptuous dinner was enjoyed after the well-organised golf, too. 
These past few months have seen new members give compelling talks on their backgrounds, 
interests (did you know that when tortoises are born they are smaller than a 50p piece?) and why 
they joined our club, and more established members regaling us with talks of their adventures 
around the world. Amongst other excellent guest speakers over the past few months, in early 
September we were treated to a fascinating evening in the company of a previous University 
Challenge Winner which included some cunning tips on how to win at quizzes. 

Given that we have just run our first ever Community Rotary Quiz, I suspect that many members 
would have benefitted from listening more closely to those tips as they attempted to answer some 
pretty tricky questions on the night. Rotarian John Senior and his wife Beryl treated us to a super 
evening of questions and fun with the favourite round being true or false question answering 
regarding the art of kissing. The quiz was (very ably) organised as RCBB knew that there were 
several groups in the Farnhams and Burnham who wanted the opportunity to get together for an 
evening and to become familiar with other very worthwhile organisations in the area. 

Scouts, Local Libraries, running groups, the Foodbanks, Schools, former Rotaract members, 
JAWS members and many other groups braved Storm Brian to come along to Caldicott School 
on Saturday 21 October to eat cheese and nibbles, drink and make some new friends. Burnham 
Joggers B team won the quizzing crown in the end after a nail-biting tie-break. It was a hugely 
enjoyable event and one that looks to become established as an annual event for the future. Look 
out for the dates for next year! 

We meet on Thursdays, 7.30pm for 8.00pm start at the Tudor Barn. Do come along and see if it is 
for you; you are more than welcome. 

We win it fair and square on a toilet roll conundrum!
 (Quiz question: How long is an Andrex quilted toilet roll? Answer: 25m)
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Stretch,	Strengthen,	Tone	and	Relax		
Hatha	yoga	for	all	levels.	Beginners	and	those	returning	to	yoga	welcome.	
One-to-ones,	work-place	yoga	and	chair	yoga	for	the	less	mobile	also	available.							
Classes	
Monday,	7.15pm-8.30pm	
Wednesday,	9.30am-10.45am	
Farnham	Common	Village	Hall	
Victoria	Road,	Farnham	Common,	SL2	3NJ	
Wednesday,	6pm-7.15pm	
Burnham	Park	Hall,		
Windsor	Lane,	Burnham,	SL1	7HR	
For	more	information:	www.yogawithlindi.co.uk,		
Phone:	07818	052087,	Email:	lindi@yogawithlindi.co.uk,	Facebook:	yogawithlindi	
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The pattern of JAWS activities over the 
summer followed its usual course, with five 
of us taking part in the Ride London in July 
and the annual golf tournament in August. 
There was also an excellent turnout for 
the Burnham Beeches Half Marathon and 
10k run, followed by a special birthday 
celebration for Brian Webber and Paul 
Naish, who are now proud septuagenarians. 

In early September 26 members went on the 
walking weekend to Thoresby Hall, Notts, 
while 13 of us, including three friends from 
the Wycombe Hash House Harriers, took 
off in the evening for the beautiful town of 
Krakow in Poland. This was the starting point 
of our planned cycling adventure, complete 
with our own fluent polish speaker, Krysia 
Edwards - what could possibly go wrong?

The next day, we were on our way to the 
ski resort Zakopane by bus. After spending 
a couple of nights there we actually started 
cycling! The plan was to take the funicular 
railway to the top of the mountain, and 
then spend the day cycling downhill to the 
Dunajec river. The 39 miles to the hotel 
wasn’t quite all downhill, and after GPS 
hiccups, we were relieved to have a rest.

The next day was a short 29 miles along 
the Dunajec river, but it had a sting in its tail 
towards the end. With only five miles to go, 
we headed for the top of the 930m mountain, 
in order to reach the hotel on the other side. 
We were rewarded with a beautiful view at 
the top, followed by a lovely downhill run 
to the hotel. Our destination on the final 
cycling day was Tarnow. Here we caught a 
train back to Krakow, followed by a couple of 
days of sightseeing, before heading home.

Sadly, on the 7th July, we lost another long 
standing member 
of JAWS, Brian 
Bilgorri. Brian was 
a valued member 
of JAWS, and 
will always be 
remembered for 
his support for the 
local community. 
We have lost a 
great character 
and a good friend. 
Our sincere 
condolences go 
out to Lindi, Guy 
and Chloe. 

JAWS 
Improving fitness, socialising and 
eating plenty of cake – Richard 
Flower shows that’s what JAWS is all 
about!

Brian Bilgorri
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Amanda Silvey is taken by surprise.
One recent Sunday morning I braced myself to visit my local discount sports store. I had been 
putting this off for a while for a number of reasons. Firstly my son and I will always disagree on 
the trainers he wants and the ones I’m willing to buy. Secondly I feel like I am being watched as a 
potential thief from the moment I get out of my car to the moment I get back in and lock the door 
due to the number of tags on everything and the Assistants all insisting on carrying the goods 
around the store for me. Finally I find it too big and I can never find anything, while my kids get 
distracted by the huge buckets of footballs just waiting to be ‘bounced’ around.

My list was simple: school trainers, astro boots, and base layers, I had picked a time when I was 
feeling calm, no-one was hungry, and we had time. This had been carefully planned to minimise 
the pain!

It went like this:

1.	 Trainers picked by me and declared ‘cool’ by my 8 year old. In stock, fit perfectly. Assistant tries 
to sell me some gel inserts to ‘make them last longer’. Assistant takes them to a till somewhere 
(I’m not trusted to do this).

2.	 Upstairs for astro boots. Luminous orange pair selected by my son. Cheap enough. In stock, 
fit perfectly. Different Assistant takes them to a till.

3.	 Finally base layers. I need 2 sets in different sizes. Easy. Job done. I am allowed to take these 
to the till myself. I hope it’s the same till as the trainers and boots are at.

4.	 Wait in queue for approx. 10 minutes. If I had cash there was no queue but who carries cash?

5.	 Shout at kids to stop bouncing footballs.

6.	 Listen to Assistant radio the Guard on the door after every purchase that the “tall lady has 
purchased 3 tops”, the “man with small kid has purchased 2 footballs”.

7.	 My turn. Kit has turned up at the right till. Payment confirmed. Guard at exit is radioed “woman 
with 2 kids has purchased 2 x shoes and 2 x kids running kit”.

8.	 We all exit the store with a cheery “have a nice day” from the Guard.

It got me thinking.

1.	 Every Assistant was pleasant, knowledgeable, and helpful. No-one was rude or impatient 
despite my kids bouncing balls around and playing hide and seek amongst the racks.

2.	 Everybody knew what their role was and just did it efficiently.

3.	 The experience was actually better than Ok. My son was delighted with his new kit, and I was 
delighted at the discounts.

4.	 My expected experience didn’t materialise.

5.	  It still doesn’t sit well with me that they have to let the Guard know that the person exiting the 
store has actually bought the goods they are carrying out, but clearly this is the world we live in.

So all in all this was a great customer experience, and given the rate at which the kids feet keep 
growing I know I will be a frequent visitor, safe in the knowledge that I will get what I want at a 
price I’m happy to pay!

Yummy Mummy
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Bright Ideas To Keep Your Home Safe 
In The Dark Evenings

When the clocks go back homes are in darkness early in the afternoon – a gift for opportunist 
burglars. 

To avoid becoming a victim of burglary, Chiltern District Council and South Bucks District Council’s 
Joint Community Safety team is encouraging householders to take some simple steps to protect 
their home:

•	 Use a timer switch to turn on lights and a radio to give the impression someone is home

•	 Keep valuables, and other electronic equipment such as iPads out of sight

•	 Security mark valuables with a UV pen and register them with www.immobilise.com

•	 Double lock UPVC doors or use dead locks on solid doors. Keep all spare keys, including car 
keys, away from the front door out of sight to avoid them being ‘fished’ through the letter box

•	 Keep windows locked with the key and keep it out of sight

•	 Don’t leave packaging of expensive items purchased on view as an advertisement to thieves 

•	 If you intend to go away over the holiday period, ask a neighbour to park on your drive to make 
your home look occupied and do the same for others.

Neighbourhood Police Officers will be patrolling in residential areas and, if they believe a property 
is at risk of being burgled, they will pop a ‘Here’s a bright idea’ card through the door along with 
contact details for further crime prevention advice.

Residents can follow their local police and pick up security advice from Twitter at: @TVP_
ChiltSBucks For regular updates on crime and disorder in your area you can sign up to Thames 
Valley Alert .

You can also contact Chiltern District Council and South Bucks District Council’s Joint Community 
Safety team on 01494 586535 and for further crime reduction advice you can visit: https://www.
thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/ www.chiltern.gov.uk/crimereduction or www.southbucks.gov.uk/
crimereduction or follow us on Twitter @csafetycdcsbdc

p.	63	

Safe	Place	Scheme	

helps	vulnerable	people	be	more	independent	
	

The	Safe	Place	Scheme,	which	has	run	for	the	last	five	years	in	Bucks,	is	a	partnership	between	Buckinghamshire	
County	Council,	Wycombe,	Aylesbury	Vale	and	Chiltern	and	South	Bucks	District	Councils,	Thames	Valley	Police	
and	many	local	voluntary	organisations.	
	
By	enlisting	the	help	of	local	businesses	and	organisations	the	scheme	provides	a	safe	haven	for	vulnerable	
residents	when	they	are	out	in	their	communities.	The	local	providers	of	the	scheme	give	reassurance	to	
vulnerable	people	and	their	families	and	carers	so	that	they	have	a	safe	way	to	alert	someone	of	a	potential	risk	
or	emergency	if	they	are	out	alone.	
	

These	are	some	comments	from	users	of	the	scheme:-	
“It	encourages	me	to	come	out	on	my	own.”	
“Makes	me	feel	like	I	am	part	of	my	town.”	
“I	think	the	Safe	Place	Scheme	is	a	great	idea	because	it	makes	the	town	
more	safe	for	people…….it	just	makes	sense!”	
	
Many	of	the	existing	safe	places	are	restaurants,	smaller	local	shops,	banks,	
building	societies,	estate	agents,	chemists	or	libraries,	all	familiar	places	to	
many	vulnerable	people.	Staff	will	be	shown	how	to	assist	someone	asking	for	
help	and	are	supported	by	the	Community	Safety	team.		
	

	
Safe	Places	are	easily	identified	by	their	scheme	sticker	which	is	usually	placed	in	a	front	window	or	on	the	
entrance	door.		
	
You	can	find	a	list	of	the	current	Safe	Places	in	Chiltern	and	South	Bucks	at	:-	www.chiltern.gov.uk/safeplace				
and	www.southbucks.gov.uk/safeplace	or	on	the	Buckinghamshire	County	Council	website	
www.buckscc.gov.uk/safeplace		
	
Contact	the	Chiltern	District	Council	and	South	Bucks	District	Council’s		Community	Safety	Team		on	01494		
586535	or	email		communitysafety@chiltern.gov.uk		if	you	wish	to	provide	a	Safe	Place	for	the	scheme.	
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Call Ian or Shirley Fidge today on:

0800 840 7127 or

07818 592459
www.ovenclean.com

� Friendly, professional and reliable
� No fumes, no mess, no bother

Let Ovenclean put the sparkle
back into your oven!

 

 

01753 643780
 

From Family to Classic to 
Sports Cars

 

Servicing/Mechanical Repairs
 

Aircon
 

Members of 
 

 

Kingsway-garage@btconnect.com 

 

Kingsway

 

Farnham Common
 

SL2 3ST 
 

Wright First Time
Kingsway Garage

Carey & Son 

Professional Decorators
Internal and External

Serving the Farnhams
and Surrounding area
for the Past 45 years

For free estimates call 

Dave Carey on 01753 643047

Or Nick Carey  on 01753 822976

Forever Living Health 
and 
Wellbeing Products

I am looking for a number of local people (around Farnham Common/
Royal, Beaconsfield, Burnham, Slough surrounding areas) to try a 
variety of different products FREE of charge for 2-3 days at a time. 
You don’t even need to leave your home as I’ll deliver to your door 
and collect. All I need is honest feedback for our market research.
The Product Packs available are:

- Luxury Skincare, 
including our Award 
Winner Firming Serum

- Everyday Skincare

- Pamper Kit
- Fitness, and Sports
- Perfect Pet

Please contact Gloria on 07595 161764 
or email wekings@sky.com

39farnhamsmagazine



Could Nandit Sondagar, son of our Farnham 
Common postmaster, be a future Tiger Woods?  
His dedication to his sport and early successes 
certainly suggest that he has a bright golfing 
future ahead. 

Golf has been at the centre of 17-year-old 
Nandit’s life since he first started playing at the 
age of 12. ‘I was attracted to the sport from 
the very start, because it was like nothing I’d 
ever played before,’ he says. His aptitude was 
evident from the outset, although he does not 
come from a golfing family. ‘They have all tried, 
but none of them actually play.’ 

An early success was winning the Brooks Cup 
trophy at the age of 15 playing against people 
three times his age. The same year, 2014, he 
was granted a scholarship at Stoke Park Club, 
which provided him with two years of free 
tuition. ‘The fun fact is that I got a hole-in-one 
on the try-out day for the scholarship – and all 
the coaches saw the ball go in,’ said Nandit. 

This summer Nandit won the Wimbledon 
Junior Open tournament. But his greatest 
achievement was as winner of the newly 
created prestigious Bucks Cup, a junior 36-
hole two day event, with 18 holes played on 
consecutive days at Beaconsfield and Stoke 
Park Golf Clubs. Tim Whittaker, Captain of 
Beaconsfield Golf Club, and Stuart Collier, 
Director of Golf at Stoke Poges, hope to build 
up the two-day event to the extent that World 
Ranking Points are on offer. 

The Bucks Cup is judged from both 
tournaments - at Beaconsfield for the Luke 
Donald Salver and at Stoke Park for the Stoke 
Park Junior Open Cup. Nandit won the Stoke 
Park Junior Open outright, competing against 
49 other contestants from many different clubs, 
as well as being overall winner of the whole 
event. 

Currently playing to a handicap of two, Nandit’s 
ambition is to make that scratch. He has his 
sights set high. ‘My plan for the future is to 
work even harder than I currently am, so that I 
can achieve my end goal to win multiple Major 
Championships.’

Golfing Achievements: Nandit

 Nandit Sondagar, at Stoke Park, with the Bucks Cup 
(left) and the Stoke Park Junior Trophy (right).
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@StokePark 
/stokepark

www.stokepark.com

The Great British Club...

Stoke Park is a luxury 5 AA Red Star Hotel, Spa and Country 
Club set within 300 acres of  beautiful parkland and offers
world-class sporting and leisure facilities, which include:
•  49 bedrooms and suites  •  Award winning Spa 
•  27 hole Championship Golf Course
•   3 Restaurants and Bars, including Humphry’s

(3 AA Rosette, fine dining)
•  13 Tennis Courts (indoor, grass and artificial clay)
•   State of the art Gym with Fitness, Hot Yoga

and Spinning Studios hosting up to 50 classes per week
•  Indoor Pool  •  Crèche  •  Games Room  •  Playground
35 minutes from London and 7 miles from Heathrow Airport makes Stoke Park 
an ideal location and perfect setting for stopovers and luxury breaks.
For more information or to book, please contact our Reservations Team
on 01753 717172 or email reservations@stokepark.com

For Membership Enquiries please contact our Membership Team
on 01753 717179 or email membership@stokepark.com

SPC_Great British Club_Farnhams Magazine_A5.indd   1 04/10/2016   10:32
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Farnham Common Sports Club

We start our Winter programme on the 6th December when we welcome Roger Howgate to 
present Kimble’s journey – the history of England from the perspective of a rural parish.

The Saxon, Danish and Norman invasions all directly impacted on Kimble (close to Princes 
Risborough Buckinghamshire). Men from Kimble fought and died on both sides at the Battle of 
Bosworth Field. Members of the community were present at the Field of the Cloth of Gold. A queen 
of England was born in Kimble, the events leading directly to the Civil War took place in Kimble 
Church and the plot to remove James II is connected to Kimble. The Chequers Estate is partly in 
the Parish and many of the staff and estate workers lived in Kimble. 

He moved into the village of Great Kimble in 1992 and was fascinated by the rich oral tradition in 
the village. In this talk Roger Howgate challenges two assumptions – namely that villages, were 
often backwaters left behind by national events and that women played a secondary role in political 
and social developments in the village in the 19th century. Roger will look at the leading role taken 
by women in Kimble in the 19th Century in the developments in education, rural industries and 
politics culminating in a significant event in the Suffragettes campaign.

Expect to hear “Look behind you!” on the 13th December as Leanne Walters decribes the history 
behind the Pantomime tradition. 

Leanne’s talk charts the evolution of pantomime from the very earliest days to the present day, 
explaining where this typically British Institution comes from, why do men dress up as women and 
why do women dress up as men? All will be revealed in this talk as we hop, skip and jump through 
the theatrical ages. 

Leanne Walters has worked for Milton Keynes and Aylesbury theatres for the past 14 years as a 
group’s coordinator. As part of that role Leanne presents talks about aspects of British Theatre. 
Her most popular talk is the History of British Pantomime which is a classic British Christmas 
tradition and as they say, Three things are required at Christmas time; Plum Pudding, Beef and 
Pantomime; folks could resist the former two; without the latter none could do!

After our Christmas break our programme will resume in the New Year on the 17th January 2018 
with a talk by Alex Matthews and Geoff Paul - A short but interesting history of the canals in 
England. 

	

We	start	our	Winter	programme	on	the	6th	December	when	we	welcome	Roger	Howgate	to	present	Kimble’s	journey	–	the	
history	of	England	from	the	perspective	of	a	rural	parish.	

The	Saxon,	Danish	and	Norman	invasions	all	directly	impacted	on	Kimble	(close	to	Princes	Risborough	Buckinghamshire).	
Men	from	Kimble	fought	and	died	on	both	sides	at	the	Battle	of	Bosworth	Field.		Members	of	the	community	were	present	
at	the	Field	of	the	Cloth	of	Gold.		A	queen	of	England	was	born	in	Kimble,	the	events	leading	directly	to	the	Civil	War	took	
place	in	Kimble	Church	and	the	plot	to	remove	James	II	is	connected	to	Kimble.	The	Chequers	Estate	is	partly	in	the	Parish	
and	many	of	the	staff	and	estate	workers	lived	in	Kimble.		

	He	moved	into	the	village	of	Great	Kimble	in	1992	and	was	fascinated	by	the	rich	oral	tradition	in	the	village.	In	this	talk	
Roger	Howgate	challenges	two	assumptions	–	namely	that	villages,	were	often	backwaters	left	behind	by	national	events	
and	that	women	played	a	secondary	role	in	political	and	social	developments	in	the	village	in	the	19th	century.		Roger	will	
look	at	the	leading	role	taken	by	women	in	Kimble	in	the	19th	Century	in	the	developments	in	education,	rural	industries	
and	politics	culminating	in	a	significant	event	in	the	Suffragettes	campaign. 

Expect	to	hear	“Look	behind	you!”	on	the	13th	December	as	Leanne	Walters	decribes	the	history	behind	the	Pantomime	
tradition.		
Leanne’s	talk	charts	the	evolution	of	pantomime	from	the	very	earliest	days	to	the	present	day,	explaining	where	this	
typically	British	Institution	comes	from,	why	do	men	dress	up	as	women	and	why	do	women	dress	up	as	men?	All	will	be	
revealed	in	this	talk	as	we	hop,	skip	and	jump	through	the	theatrical	ages.		

 	 	
  

Leanne	Walters	has	worked	for	Milton	Keynes	and	Aylesbury	theatres	for	the	past	14	years	as	a	group’s	coordinator.	As	
part	of	that	role	Leanne	presents	talks	about	aspects	of	British	Theatre.	Her	most	popular	talk	is	the	History	of	British	
Pantomime	which	is	a	classic	British	Christmas	tradition	and	as	they	say,	Three	things	are	required	at	Christmas	time;	Plum	
Pudding,	Beef	and	Pantomime;	folks	could	resist	the	former	two;	without	the	latter	none	could	do!	
	
After	our	Christmas	break	our	programme	will	resume	in	the	New	Year	on	the	17th	January	2018	with	a	talk	by	Alex	
Matthews	and	Geoff	Paul	-		A	short	but	interesting	history	of	the	canals	in	England.		

 
Geoff	served	as	an	Officer	in	the	Royal	Navy,	but	decided	to	look	for	something	a	bit	more	exciting,	so	became	an	
accountant.	After	a	career	in	various	industries	he	retired	in	2013,	and	consolidated	his	voluntary	activities	into	a	full	time	
role.	Sitting	on	the	Bench	as	a	Magistrate,	listening	to	children	at	the	local	school	read,	chairing	the	Friends	of	the	Library	
Committee,	and	sitting	on	the	Parish	Council	didn't	really	fill	the	time,	so	he	became	a	Volunteer	with	the	Canal	and	River	
Trust	(CRT).	This	has	proved	a	great	decision:	being	out	in	the	fresh	air,	getting	a	reasonable	amount	of	exercise	(an	
average	shift	as	a	volunteer	lock-keeper	elicits	around	14000	steps),	and	meeting	the	various	people	who	are	to	be	found	
around	the	canal,	all	add	up	to	the	perfect	activity	for	retirement.	
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Geoff served as an Officer in the Royal Navy, but decided to look for something a bit more exciting, 
so became an accountant. After a career in various industries he retired in 2013, and consolidated 
his voluntary activities into a full time role. Sitting on the Bench as a Magistrate, listening to 
children at the local school read, chairing the Friends of the Library Committee, and sitting on the 
Parish Council didn’t really fill the time, so he became a Volunteer with the Canal and River Trust 
(CRT). This has proved a great decision: being out in the fresh air, getting a reasonable amount 
of exercise (an average shift as a volunteer lock-keeper elicits around 14000 steps), and meeting 
the various people who are to be found around the canal, all add up to the perfect activity for 
retirement.

Alex has been a volunteer with the CRT for over five years. Having enjoyed a career in retail 
and finance for most of his working life, he nevertheless found the offer of early retirement in 
2011 too enticing to refuse. Encouraged by his wife he then set about finding ways of keeping 
out of the house from Mondays to Fridays. He set up a business, became a director of a not for 
profit company and took up the chair of a conservation group. He particularly enjoys volunteering 
with the CRT and likes the feeling of helping to manage something really special, but also the 
camaraderie, the boaters, walkers and gongoozlers, and the beer.

Finally our winter programme will end on the 21st February with a talk by John Leighfield CBE 
where he will be putting Hedgerley on the Map – from Gough to Google.

John P Leighfield CBE MA was educated at Oxford 1958-1962 (Greats at Exeter College) and his 
major interests are in IT and in Education and collecting and talking on old maps

John has been collecting maps (of Oxfordshire and adjoining counties and of Cornwall) since 
1966 and regularly lectures on the topic. This talk will include a brief introduction to mapping 
from prehistoric time up to the earliest maps of Britain, the first extant map of Britain with genuine 
cartographic content (the ‘Gough’ map), the beginning of professional mapping in Tudor times, the 
evolution of maps of Berkshire from the 16th to 19th centuries, the origin and development of the 
Ordnance Survey and mapping today up to Google.

Hedgerley Historical Society meet at Hedgerley Memorial Hall Kiln Lane Hedgerley SL2 3UZ. 
Further details from John Lovelock 01753-647187 / dlovelock@btinternet.com
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Treat your hair to the 
WOW factor 
and shine like a star

7 Robin Parade,  
Farnham Common,  
SL2 3QL

t: 01753 643259

www.spirithaircompany.com

Online booking available

£30 
cut and 
blow dry*

Wallingford   High Wycombe    
Farnham Common

spirithaircompany.com

* Please bring this ad to receive your offer at  
Farnham Common. Offer for first appointment only,  
valid 1st Jan 2018 - 31st March 2018.  
Terms and conditions apply. 
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1st Hedgerly Summer Scout Camp 
Hay-on-Wye

The day arrived with trepidation, I was going to another country with the Scouts (Wales). No 
electronics for a whole week. The campsite was a farmer’s field bounded by a small wood and a 
river. Upon arrival we had to pitch our tents whilst the leaders erected the porta-loos, no water or 
power on site. Just us, nature and an awful lot of sheep.

The first activity we did was kayaking. We were split into 3 groups based on ability and each had 
a session on the river. In my group, only one person capsized, however we all got soaked during 
the activities. 

We also went to Llangorse, where we did rock climbing, abseiling and a frightening aerial assault 
course. We had to climb up a type of ladder to get to the top of the enormous zip wire (over 100 
feet up), which was very nerving but great - some broke the ‘sound barrier’ coming down!

The great expedition (a requirement towards our Chief Scout Gold Award) - without leaders! The 
five Patrol Leaders met up, (all around 13 years old) to plan the route. On Tuesday, the leaders 
drove us to our starting point (25 kilometres away) and we had two days to return.

After an exhausting 7-8 hours hike carrying all the equipment, we finally arrived at the planned 
expedition campsite at which we would stay the night. Thankfully, there were flushing toilets and 
showers so we used the facilities shortly after arriving. Next, we set up our tents. Then we started 
dinner, which was pasta with carbonara sauce. After dinner, we made hot drinks and one of the 
Scouts ended up knocking one over onto the floor and we had to clean it up. Things were different 
without the leaders, we had to be responsible and do our own clearing up and overcome problems 
ourselves.

The next day we woke up at 07:00 and left at 08:30 to start another day of hiking. The second day 
was harder than the first, even though the actual route and terrain was easier, due to fact that our 
limbs were aching from the previous days hike. At a rest stop, one of our party sat on a cooking 
pot bending it, so we had to hammer it back into shape. We did have one incident were a person 
spoke to us and we could not understand a word - he was speaking Welsh! Once he knew we 
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were English, it was fine. He was helping us find the correct path to take. When we finally made 
it back to the main campsite we were all relieved, elated that we had made it, but also exhausted 
and suffering from blisters. 

On Friday we started packing up all the tents, before going on a shopping spree. When we 
eventually went to bed, we had a ‘communal sleep-over’ in the marquee. 

At last… it was Saturday and we were going home. After taking down the marquee we all helped 
to get the kit into the van and making our way back home. After a long 4 hour trip, we finally 
returned to our scout hut, unpacked and went home to have another clean, refreshing shower.

I think this trip has been really fun and I have tried a lot of new things such as abseiling and done 
an exhausting 27KM two day hike. I have definitely thoroughly enjoyed myself, learnt more things 
like how to use a trangia set for cooking and improved my self-confidence.

Scott Robinson

Patrol Leader

Scouts enjoying various activities
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HelpInHearing @HelpInHearing HelpInHearingUK-se

Southmead Clinic, Blackpond Lane, Farnham Common, Buckinghamshire, SL2 3ER 
Also at: Cedar House, Glade Road, Marlow, SL7 1DQ

Help in Hearing, your local independent, 
family run hearing healthcare practices. With 
50 years combined experience, we are proud 
to offer our clients unrivalled standards of 
professional hearing health care. Our friendly 
but highly professional approach has earned 
us long-term client relationships built on trust, 
reliability and continuity of care. We believe 
hearing health is as important as dental and 
eye health and as such should be regarded in 
the same way, no matter what age.

•  Comprehensive consultation

•  Full audiology assessment, 
utilising latest technologies

•  Impartial advice

•  Ear wax removal service, 
using micro suction or 
irrigation – no GP referral 
required

•  Most advanced hearing aid 
technology including Lyric 
– the only truly invisible, 
maintenance free hearing 
solution

•  Tinnitus management

•  Assistive listening devices

When life is worth  
listening to

For us, it’s personal

Help in Hearing

Call us on 01753 642687 
or visit www.helpinhearing.co.uk
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History of The Farnhams
Paula Morris talks to local Historian Judy Tipping about how things used to look in the 
Farnhams

Did you know that there used to be a Cinema in Farnham Common? Or that there was a school in 
the middle of Burnham Beeches?

Temple Dell used to be a gravel pit and we used to have a hotel called the Woodgate hotel?

Our new series starting next issue will provide the history of our village and will be a fascinating read 
for young and old.

Farnham Common Community Library
Local celebrity and author Johnny Ball entertains with the wonders of Maths.

At the end of October, writes Michael Mills, 
the Farnham Common Community Library 
hosted ‘An Evening with Johnny Ball’ to 
celebrate the launch of his book ‘Wonders 
Beyond Numbers’. Johnny, who is Honorary 
Patron of the library, gave an enthusiastic 
talk in his own inimitable style covering a 
number of topics extracted from his book. 
These included ‘Russian Sums in an English 
Pub’, and examples of the works of Galileo, 
the Ancient Greeks and Egyptians. Certainly 
not an enthusiast of the National Curriculum, 
his talk gave most of the audience a new 
view of maths.

The audience included two budding mathematicians of 7 and 10 years old who thoroughly enjoyed 
his talk. The evening finished with a glass or two of wine and snacks and Johnny signing copies of 
his book. 

All proceeds went to support the library (no fee to JB!) including the profit from the sale of books. For 
those who missed the talk and are looking for ideas for Christmas, signed copies of his book will be 
on sale in the library for the next month. 
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Back	Pain?	
You	deserve	to	be	free	from	pain.	

	The	key	to	getting	rid	of	your	pain	is	to	have	it	diagnosed!	
	

If	you	were	wondering	if	there	is	a	natural,	safe	
solution	to	help	the	body	recover	from	injuries	
faster	and	relieve	pain,	the	answer	is	on	this	
page.	
	 Phone	today	for	an	

appointment	or	free	15	
minute	assessment	in	

Beaconsfield.	
07917	806898	
01753	648585	

free	car	park	

A	client’s	testimonial.	
It	is	amazing	to	think	of	the	difference	treatment	has	made	to	
my	life.	I	used	to	suffer	daily	with	pain	and	had	regular	bouts	
of	 terrible	muscle	 spasm.	Now	 I	hardly	ever	 think	about	my	
back	or	have	pain.	I	 can	now	walk	as	far	as	I	 like	and	sit	 for	
long	 journeys.	 	 I	 don’t	 wake	 in	 pain	 and	 have	more	 energy	
because	being	in	pain	was	so	tiring.		I	can	move	and	bend	and	
I	 am	 more	 flexible	 than	 before.	 	 I	 no	 longer	 need	 to	 take	
painkillers.	 	 To	 keep	 myself	 aligned,	 I	 continue	 to	 have	
regular	maintenance	treatments.							Sarah,	Beaconsfield	(54).	
	
	

Jennifer	Selby	BSc	(hons)	
Back	on	Track	Chiropractic	Clinic	

The	Curzon	Centre	
Beaconsfield	
HP9	1RG		

McTimoney	Chiropractic	is	safe,	effective	
and	gentle	treatment.	
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Library update

Your local Community Library is a thriving 
centre for children in the Farnham Common 
area, writes Maria Hall, with regular activities 
such as storytelling and our ever-popular arts 
and crafts activities during the holidays.

In the summer, the children’s library was 
a riot of colour and activity on the theme of 
“Circus”. With clowns, trapeze artists and 
elephants decorating the walls and ceiling, 
and a ring-master watching over it all, the 
children were incredibly creative while also 
having great fun. The activities reached a 
finale with a procession in costume. Our half-
term activities had the theme of “The Snow 
Queen” and saw the library turned into an 
ice kingdom with snowflakes and pine cones 
everywhere.
Our Summer Reading Challenge proved 
popular, with over 70 children registered 
and 44 who completed, and certificates 
and medals were presented to all finishers 
in September. We also ran a “Summer 
Read” activity for our youngest members to 
encourage the under-4s to read six books 
and collect stickers and a free book.
Reading is a crucial part of a child’s life, both 
for enjoyment and education. If your child 
isn’t already a member of the library, why not 
join them up and benefit from the very wide 
selection of titles for all ages from babies to 
teenagers, as well as the social activities and 
sense of community that the library provides?
Turning to our adult activities, in September 
our visit to Chatham Dockyard for the “Salute 
to the 40s” day was a real success. It proved 
to be a great day out with so many men and 
women dressed in 40s gear and hairstyles 
as well as many uniforms, both English 
and American, an Air Raid Warden with his 
bike, a couple of Spivs and a dog wearing a 
camouflage jacket! There were many vintage 
cars, motorcycles and army vehicles from 
the 40s to be seen, as well as a Spitfire, a 
Hurricane and a Destroyer. Music from four 
stages dotted around the site included the 

The Hotsie Totsies

Children’s activities on the “Circus”

Our visit to Chatham Dockyard
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Glenn Miller Orchestra with The Hotsie 
Totsies, and a very credible George 
Formby. A real nostalgia trip for those of a 
certain age!
In late September, our Annual Quiz was 
sold out as teams of 6 battled it out in a 
not-too-serious evening of fun and games. 
Then in early October, we held one of our 
regular charity coffee mornings which was 
very well attended as always. This one was 
for Parkinson’s UK, a charity close to the 
heart of several library volunteers. With a 
great selection of homemade cakes, raffle 
and Parkinson’s awareness stand, the 
morning was a great success with a total 
sum raised of £655.45, all of which will 
go straight to the charity to fund support 
and research for people with Parkinson’s. 
Thanks to everyone who participated and 
donated.
In mid-October we organised a visit to see 
the very popular “Million Dollar Quartet” 
at High Wycombe Swan Theatre. The 
show commemorated the one and only 

time when Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, 
Carl Perkins and Jerry Lee Lewis met in a 
recording studio and was full of the well-

known rock ‘n’ roll tunes of the 1950s. 
Then on 28th October we held “An Evening 
with Johnny Ball”, where our patron 
gave a light-hearted talk to introduce his 
new book “Wonders Beyond Numbers”. 
With entertaining and witty anecdotes 
in Johnny’s inimitable style, we heard 
how humanity built up a knowledge and 
understanding of shapes, numbers and 
patterns from ancient times - a story 
that leads directly to the technological 
wonderland we live in today. The evening 
concluded with wine, juice and nibbles 
and a chance to chat to Johnny and get a 
signed copy of his book.
Our year ends with “Christmas at 
Waddesdon Manor”, a great day out 
with festive decorations, light shows, 
gingerbread houses, a Christmas fair 
and food at the Wigwam cafe and Manor 
restaurant, the ever-popular John Rutter’s 
Christmas Celebration Concert, and the 
always sold-out Annual Christmas Supper.
Finally, FCCL is now a provider of the Safe 
Place Scheme where people can come to 
get help if they feel unsafe or at risk when 
out and about. If necessary we will help 
people to contact their support worker, 
family member, carer or the police. People 
can recognise this by the Safe Place 
sticker in the window. 
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Safe	Place	Scheme	

helps	vulnerable	people	be	more	independent	
	

The	Safe	Place	Scheme,	which	has	run	for	the	last	five	years	in	Bucks,	is	a	partnership	between	Buckinghamshire	
County	Council,	Wycombe,	Aylesbury	Vale	and	Chiltern	and	South	Bucks	District	Councils,	Thames	Valley	Police	
and	many	local	voluntary	organisations.	
	
By	enlisting	the	help	of	local	businesses	and	organisations	the	scheme	provides	a	safe	haven	for	vulnerable	
residents	when	they	are	out	in	their	communities.	The	local	providers	of	the	scheme	give	reassurance	to	
vulnerable	people	and	their	families	and	carers	so	that	they	have	a	safe	way	to	alert	someone	of	a	potential	risk	
or	emergency	if	they	are	out	alone.	
	

These	are	some	comments	from	users	of	the	scheme:-	
“It	encourages	me	to	come	out	on	my	own.”	
“Makes	me	feel	like	I	am	part	of	my	town.”	
“I	think	the	Safe	Place	Scheme	is	a	great	idea	because	it	makes	the	town	
more	safe	for	people…….it	just	makes	sense!”	
	
Many	of	the	existing	safe	places	are	restaurants,	smaller	local	shops,	banks,	
building	societies,	estate	agents,	chemists	or	libraries,	all	familiar	places	to	
many	vulnerable	people.	Staff	will	be	shown	how	to	assist	someone	asking	for	
help	and	are	supported	by	the	Community	Safety	team.		
	

	
Safe	Places	are	easily	identified	by	their	scheme	sticker	which	is	usually	placed	in	a	front	window	or	on	the	
entrance	door.		
	
You	can	find	a	list	of	the	current	Safe	Places	in	Chiltern	and	South	Bucks	at	:-	www.chiltern.gov.uk/safeplace				
and	www.southbucks.gov.uk/safeplace	or	on	the	Buckinghamshire	County	Council	website	
www.buckscc.gov.uk/safeplace		
	
Contact	the	Chiltern	District	Council	and	South	Bucks	District	Council’s		Community	Safety	Team		on	01494		
586535	or	email		communitysafety@chiltern.gov.uk		if	you	wish	to	provide	a	Safe	Place	for	the	scheme.	
 

        

Anne Dyer and Isobel Porter serve up homemade 
cakes at the charity coffee morning for Parkinson’s 
UK held in Farnham Common Community Library
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Book Review

Margaret Mills writes about The Buried Giant, by 
Kazuo Ishiguro
The Noble Prize winning author writes a spellbinding fable 
of one elderly couple’s quest for memory. Set in England in 
the Dark Ages, the Romans have left Britain and the Saxons 
have arrived, fought wars of conquest and built settlements. 
The local people, the “Britons” have been forced into an 
uneasy peace with the settlers, but ogres roam, and myths 
and legends haunt, this bleak landscape.

Yet for all its mystery — a mist has settled over the land forcing 
people into a condition of forgetfulness, or so they believe 
— The Buried Giant is absolutely characteristic, moving and 
unsettling, of all Ishiguro’s fiction. A novel with its subtleties 
of tone, mood and reflection, could be the work of no other 

writer; a story that slowly builds and unfolds.

As one critic wrote: “The Buried Giant can be read as a quest narrative, rich in allusion; 
as an allegory about post-conflict resolution and the way people cope with and recover 
from wars and trauma; and as a story that explores the meaning of love in its various 
manifestations. It can also be read as a straightforward adventure story about the trials 
endured by an aged couple as they embark on a journey.”

Something has happened to separate Axl and Beatrice, the old couple, from their son, 
whom they believe is living in a distant village and whom they must now seek. Suffering 
from failing memory, they peer uncertainly at the world through a thick mist of confusion, 
haunted by fears of being separated from each other and by the realisation that they have 
forgotten whole chunks of their life together. 

They face many obstacles and mortal threats on their journey. Along the way they meet 
Sir Gawain, a now ancient rusting, comic figure, a Saxon warrior named Wistan, from the 
eastern “fens”, whose mission it is to slay the she-dragon, Querig, and a young Saxon boy, 
outcast from his village whom they protect and save.

Each of the main characters in different ways is lost, uncertain about the past, unsure 
of present and afraid of what the future will bring. Each is searching for something or 
someone in “this land cursed by a mist of forgetfulness”. 

The fog of mystery imbues this novel of lost memories, love, revenge, and war. Even after 
you have finished the book, many days later, you find you can’t stop thinking about it.
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The	Buried	Giant,	by	Kazuo	Ishiguro	
(Margaret	Mills	writes)	
	
The	Noble	Prize	winning	author	writes	a	spellbinding	fable	of	one	elderly	couple's	quest	for	memory.	Set	in	England	
in	the	Dark	Ages,	the	Romans	have	left	Britain	and	the	Saxons	have	arrived,	fought	wars	of	conquest	and	built	
settlements.	The	local	people,	the	“Britons”	have	been	forced	into	an	uneasy	peace	with	the	settlers,	but	ogres	
roam,	and	myths	and	legends	haunt,	this	bleak	landscape.	
	
Yet	for	all	its	mystery		—	a	mist	has	settled	over	the	land	forcing	people	into	a	condition	of	forgetfulness,	or	so	they	
believe	—	The	Buried	Giant	is	absolutely	characteristic,	moving	and	unsettling,	of	all	Ishiguro’s	fiction.	A	novel	with	
its	subtleties	of	tone,	mood	and	reflection,	could	be	the	work	of	no	other	writer;	a	story	that	slowly	builds	and	
unfolds.	
	
As	one	critic	wrote:	“The	Buried	Giant	can	be	read	as	a	quest	narrative,	rich	in	allusion;	as	an	allegory	about	post-
conflict	resolution	and	the	way	people	cope	with	and	recover	from	wars	and	trauma;	and	as	a	story	that	explores	the	
meaning	of	love	in	its	various	manifestations.	It	can	also	be	read	as	a	straightforward	adventure	story	about	the	
trials	endured	by	an	aged	couple	as	they	embark	on	a	journey.”	
	
Something	has	happened	to	separate	Axl	and	Beatrice,	the	old	couple,	from	their	son,	whom	they	believe	is	living	in	
a	distant	village	and	whom	they	must	now	seek.		Suffering	from	failing	memory,	they	peer	uncertainly	at	the	world	
through	a	thick	mist	of	confusion,	haunted	by	fears	of	being	separated	from	each	other	and	by	the	realisation	that	
they	have	forgotten	whole	chunks	of	their	life	together.		
	
They	face	many	obstacles	and	mortal	threats	on	their	journey.	Along	the	way	they	meet	Sir	Gawain,	a	now	ancient	
rusting,	comic	figure,	a	Saxon	warrior	named	Wistan,	from	the	eastern	“fens”,	whose	mission	it	is	to	slay	the	she-
dragon,	Querig,	and	a	young	Saxon	boy,	outcast	from	his	village	whom	they	protect	and	save.	
	
Each	of	the	main	characters	in	different	ways	is	lost,	uncertain	about	the	past,	unsure	of	present	and	afraid	of	what	
the	future	will	bring.	Each	is	searching	for	something	or	someone	in	“this	land	cursed	by	a	mist	of	forgetfulness”.		
	
The	fog	of	mystery	imbues	this	novel	of	lost	memories,	love,	revenge,	and	war.	Even	after	you	have	finished	the	
book,	many	days	later,	you	find	you	can’t	stop	thinking	about	it.	
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Fully Modernised Licenced Hall

Seats 120

Large Car Park

Kitchen & Bar

Sprung Dance Floor

Stage

Disabled Facilities

Parties, Classes, Meetings, Social Club 
Farnham Lane, Farnham Royal, SL2 3 AX

Tel:-07474 713 758 Email:- frvh@hotmail.co.uk

Improving the image of construction

 The Cherries, Beaconsfield Road, Farnham Common, Slough, SL2 3HU

Contact Information
Martin Cox
Tel: 01753 645908
Mob: 07756 178170
martinpcox@hotmail.co.uk

Available Services
Painting & Decorating
Electrics
Plumbing
Brickwork
Roofing 

Loft Conversions
Plastering
Gardening
Fencing
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From the Archives
This archive extract is a mixture of bits and pieces from 1950, writes Elisabeth Mills

The first one gives us further news of St. John’s Tennis Club. ‘Play started on Easter Monday on the 
hard court of Langtons Meadow by kind invitation of Colonel and Mrs. Fishbourne’.

 In July we have news of the Farnham Royal School.

‘Since Mrs. Webb left, much damage has 
been done to the fabric by young vandals, 
and the property was deteriorating rapidly. 
A local builder desperately in need of 
housing accommodation is now occupying 
the house on a repairing lease, so we 
may expect the house to be well used 

and maintained. We hope there will be 
considerable improvements effected in the 
school itself during the summer holidays. 
As the school now has “controlled” status, 
this expense will be borne by the local 
Education Authority’.

‘Mr. Hartley gave a short report on the 
repairs effected at St. Mary’s Church. 
The Rector spoke of the great care which 
had been given to the cleaning and 
replacement of the mural paintings, and 
the Council were able to inspect excellent 
photographs of the chancel, taken after the 
redecoration and before replacement of 
the choir stalls.

 ‘On behalf of members of St. John’s 
Tennis Club, application was made for 
permission to construct a tennis court at 
St. John’s House. The Rev. J. Richardson 
supported the application and the Council 
approved it’.

‘The Rector next mentioned that the lease of the rectory cricket field to Farnham Royal 
Cricket Club was renewable in 1951, and that he proposed to modify the present lease 
in the sense of reserving his own discretion on the matter of Sunday play; no member 
raised any objection’.

Then we move on to August and a report of the P.C.C. meeting in June ‘with an apparently light 
agenda. As usual on such occasions it proved to be a very busy and protracted meeting. A few 
jobs were light-heartedly tossed to the Fabrics Committee at the start: the practicability of fitting a 
flagstaff to St. Mary’s Church Tower, with a flag to match; of making the lych gate waterproof and 
sound’. Later ‘the Council heard with pleasure that Col. and Mrs. Urwick, on leaving the parish, had 
made a parting gift of more than three tons of coke - other parishioners please note - which, by some 
good work on Mr. Henley’s part, had now been transported into St. Mary’s cellars.

Finally, we hear that at the November meeting of the P.C.C., the treasurer stated that the final costs 
of St. John’s House were £3,154 11s.9d. but that the contractors had expressed willingness to 
accept £3,130 in full settlement, ‘a generous gesture which was much appreciated’.
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Hedgerley Women’s 
Institute
Our occasional visits to places of interest are a popular 
feature at Hedgerley W.I. writes Betty Newcombe.

The visit to Bentley Priory and Museum at Stanmore 
exceeded all expectations in August. The beautiful 
Grade II listed building was Headquarters for Bomber 
Command in World War II. The memorial stained glass windows were impressive, as was the room 
displaying all the medals and photographs and other memorabilia. A reconstructed Operations Room 
was very informative and our tour guides very knowledgeable and interesting. The guided tour was 
followed by a traditional afternoon tea in the pretty tea room overlooking the Italian gardens which 
were spectacular. We have to thank Rosemary Followell for organising the day; even the weather 
was glorious. Rosemary is our “resident trip organiser” and never fails us – no pressure, Rosemary!

The first meeting of the Craft & Chat Club at Stuart Lodge made a good start, with members 

from various Bucks W.I.s putting their skills into practice and coming up with ideas for the Bucks 
Federation Christmas Craft Fayre in Aylesbury on October 28th. Hedgerley W.I. had its own stall 
there, with handmade items of all descriptions for sale. 

At our Autumn Event, hosted by the Federation in September at High Wycombe, John Benjamin, 
the jewellery expert on the Antiques Road Show, was our guest speaker and he did not disappoint. 
He entertained us with stories of his career and experiences as a valuer, and afterwards he was 
available to value items of jewellery from the audience.

At the Farnhams Horticultural Show in September, Hedgerley W.I. members provided tea and cakes 
and also won prizes for flower arranging and cake making. 

At the October meeting we enjoyed a talk on the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. We also hosted 
the Beeches Group meeting, exchanging reports on our past year’s activities. Our speaker was the 
ever popular Mr Oakes, whose subject was “Straight Jackets, Corsets & Cribs” – about Princess 
Charlotte, the “Queen who never was”.

We have recently welcomed two new members, as we do anyone wishing to visit us at our meetings, 
held every third Thursday of the month at 2.30pm in the Memorial Hall.
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Dee S. Clark
B.Sc (Hons) M.SSCh. MBChA. Dip.Pod DipCryo

Chiropodist/Podiatrist

HPC Registered - Surgery and Visiting Practice

Cryosurgery for verrucae

Qualified Surgical Chiropodist & Registered Member of the British Chiropody 
Association by Appointment, Including Evenings & Saturdays

Newburn, Grange Wood, Wexham Buckinghamshire, SL3 6LP

Telephone: 01753 552725
www.sloughchiropodyandpodiatry.co.uk

Telephone:  01753 643086
Facebook:    Spar Hedgerley Village
Proprietors:  Minesh & Komal Patel
Unit 2, Hedgerley Hill, Hedgerley, SL2 3RP

Fresh Bean to Cup Co�ee
O� Licence
National Lottery
Newsagents
Tobacco
Greetings Cards

Stationery
Home Newspaper Delivery
Chilled & Fresh Foods
Green Grocers
Frozen Foods
Bakery

Mon–Fri:   6.00am to 7.00pm
Sat:   6.00am to 6.00pm
Sun:   6.00am to 1.00pm

OPENING HOURS CONTACT US

Visit your local
SPAR today

Post O�ce, 
Mon-Sat:  From 8.00am
Bank Holidays:  Times Vary
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• Plumbing
• Heating
• Boiler	Installations
• Boiler	Breakdowns
• Boiler	Services	
• Hot	Water	tank	Replacements
• Gas	Safety/Landlord	Certificates

Telephone	 James:	07762142742
E-Mail:	Pureflowheating@outlook.com

PureFlow	Plumbing	 and	Heating	are	a	local	company	servicing	
all	the	areas	such	as	Farnham	Common,	 Beaconsfield,	
Gerrard's	Cross,	Penn,	Wooburn,	 Marlow,	Maidenhead,	
Denham,	The	Chalfonts etc.

We	cover	all	aspects	of	plumbing	 and	heating	from	the	small	
jobs	of	a	dripping	 tap	to	the	larger	jobs	such	as	boiler	
installations.	

568489
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Our move to the Youth Club (opposite the Spar 
shop) in Kemsley Wood has proved popular, 
with more members now able to make their own 
way to the meeting. We still meet on the first 
Tuesday in the month at 2.00pm when everyone 
is welcome.

On 7th November we welcome Embrace 
(formerly Biblelands) who are giving an 
illustrated talk on their work in the “Biblelands”, 
they are also bringing a range of Christmas cards 
for sale. Our December meeting on the 5th will 
be Christmas Festivities when we have a trio of 
singers to entertain us and lead our singing of 
favourite carols.

Our January meeting will be an informal meeting, 
tea and chat when we catch up and exchange 
Christmas antidotes. 6th February will be our 
AGM.

Mothers’ Union Worldwide will be taking part in the 
global 16 days of Activism against gender based 

violence, from 25th November (International Day 
for the Elimination of Violence Against Women) 
to 10th December (International Human Rights 
Day) raising awareness of, and campaigning for, 
an end to violence against women and girls (see 
http://www.themothersunion.org/content/16-
days-activism-2017) 

In October we welcomed our Diocesan 
President, Alison Bennett who spoke about the 
children’s ward at John Radcliffe (JR) Hospital, 
a very inspiring talk about the love and care 
these children receive; MU members supply tea/
coffee/chocolate in ready to use sachets, small 
packets of biscuits, toiletries and games for the 
sick children and visiting siblings.

All are welcome to both our monthly meetings at 
2pm on the 1st Tuessday and our TLC morning 
on the 4th Tuesday at Ben-Venue from 10am, 
lifts can be arranged if required. For further 
information, please ring Mary on 01753 646926.

Michelle Moves on.

It is with regret that I have to inform you all that I have left Lloyds 
Pharmacy after 11 happy years of serving the Farnham Common 
community. It was a difficult decision to make, and happened quite 
quickly, so I didn’t really get to say goodbye, but I felt that it is time 
to move on.

I’m lucky enough to secure a job at Wexham Park hospital, working 
in HR Data integrity. It goes without saying that I miss chatting and 
helping you all, I can sincerely say that you have become good 
friends of mine as well as being patients and customers. I will also 
miss hosting the charity events in the village, I’m hoping that I can 
still carry these out, and I’m looking for a welcoming business to 
put me up two to three times a year outside their premises.

I’m also hoping to resurrect my open mic nights in the village,- so 
‘watch this space’. Posters will be appearing when the venue is 
confirmed, as well as information on the Farnhams facebook.

Thank you, each and every one of you, for your friendship and support. I still visit the village regularly, and 
often bump into familiar faces everywhere.

All best wishes and love for the future.

Michelle.

P.S. I appreciate your interest in the album is nearly finished after 5 years!!

HEDGERLEY	BRANCH																 	
Our move to the Youth Club (opposite the Spar shop) in Kemsley Wood has proved 
popular, with more members now able to make their own way to the meeting.  We 
still meet on the first Tuesday in the month at 2.00pm when everyone is welcome. 

On 7th November we welcome Embrace (formerly Biblelands) who are giving an 
illustrated talk on their work in the “Biblelands”, they are also bringing a range of 
Christmas cards for sale.   Our December meeting on the 5th will be Christmas 
Festivities when we have a trio of singers to entertain us and lead our singing of 
favourite carols. 

Our January meeting will be an informal meeting, tea and chat when we catch up 
and exchange Christmas antidotes.   6th February will be our AGM. 

Mothers’ Union Worldwide will be taking part in the global 16 days of Activism 
against gender based violence, from 25th November (International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women) to 10th December (International Human 
Rights Day) raising awareness of, and campaigning for, an end to violence against 
women and girls (see http://www.themothersunion.org/content/16-days-activism-
2017)   

In October we welcomed our Diocesan President, Alison Bennett who spoke about 
the children’s ward at John Radcliffe (JR) Hospital, a very inspiring talk about the 
love and care these children receive; MU members supply tea/coffee/chocolate in 
ready to use sachets, small packets of biscuits, toiletries and games for the sick 
children and visiting siblings. 

All are welcome to both our monthly meetings at 2pm on the 1st Tuessday and our 
TLC morning on the 4th Tuesday at Ben-Venue from 10am, lifts can be arranged if 
required.    For further information, please ring Mary on 01753 646926. 

59farnhamsmagazine



Warmer Keema Pea Curry
Sanita Sharma shares another recipe.
My dad Hari and my uncle Som spend every New Year’s Eve cooking the biggest pot of Keema 
Peas for the whole family to enjoy. They spend hours stirring, adding spices, tasting, whilst all the 
while drinking either my uncle’s home brew beer or shots of whisky. It is fair to say that by the time 
Big Ben strikes Midnight the two brothers as well as the whole family are fairly merry and totally full 
on this delicious dish. Their version is full fat and very fiery which for once a year is acceptable, but 
l have my healthy version which tastes just as delicious, with bold moreish flavours. It’s really easy 
to cook, you literally place everything in one pot and simmer. It’s great for a family midweek dinner, 
but equally ideal for a party without the hassle of standing over the stove for hours on end and the 
healthy version requires no need to add any oil. Regardless of whether you use 5% fat mince or 
more, no oil is required, which for a curry dish is brilliant.

This recipe works perfectly with naan and/or rice and of course a large glass of full bodied red wine, 
or my uncle’s home brew or, like a lot of Punjabi households, a shot of whiskey! Give it a go and l 
promise you will be hooked.

Method

1.	In a blender add the peeled ginger, garlic, onions and green chillies. Blitz in the blender until a 
paste like consistency.

2.	Place a large saucepan on a medium heat. Add the minced meat and bay leaves and then the 
mixture from the blender and give it a good stir.

3.	Add all the spices, salt, cumin seeds and stir.

4.	Blitz the tin of tomatoes in a blender so you have no lumps and add to the saucepan.

5.	Bring this to the boil, give it a good stir and reduce the heat to low/medium.

6.	Allow to simmer gently for half an hour, occasionally stir it to ensure it is not sticking to the bottom 
of the pan. If it is, reduce the heat.

7.	Once the mince is cooked add the peas and simmer for 3 minutes on a low heat.

8.	Lastly add the chopped coriander and turn heat off.

Ingredients 
•500g minced Lamb or Beef
•200g frozen peas
•3 large onions
•2 inch peeled ginger
•4 Bay Leaves
•6 garlic gloves
•3 green chillies
•Tin tomatoes
•1 level tablespoon of turmeric

•1 level teaspoon of chilli 
powder (for a medium spicy sauce)

•1 level teaspoon of garam 
masala

•1 level tablespoon of cumin 
seeds

•1 teaspoon of salt, more or less 
depending on taste.

•Fresh coriander finely chopped 
including the stalks.
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CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 

The surgery will be closed on Monday 25th December, Tuesday 26th December and Monday 1st 
January 2018 – In case of an emergency please dial 111.

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Dr Ruth Titheridge

We are still encouraging patients to sign up for Patient 
Access. This allows you to make appointments, order repeat 
medication and view your medical records from your computer. 
Ask a receptionist for instructions and your unique password. 
We are now charging £5 for copies of blood results, in line with 
other surgeries, but by using patient access you can view and 
print at home. We are still collecting mobile numbers and email 
addresses, so please ensure we have yours.

We remind you that all telephone calls are triaged by reception. 
This is at the Doctor’s request. It enables us to prioritise urgent 
conditions and that you are seen, or spoken to, by the most 
appropriate member of the team.

The winter months are always the busiest at the surgery. Please use appointments wisely. 
Many ailments can be dealt with by a visit to your pharmacy. If you do make an appointment 
and then do not need it, please cancel. In September 74 patients did not arrive for an 
appointment they had booked.

We sadly announce that Dr Ruth Titheridge will be retiring from the practice at the end of 
January. Ruth will have been with us for nearly 15 years. She will be greatly missed by us all 
but we wish her peace and happiness in the coming years.

Southmead Surgery
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Stoke Place Country 
House Hotel and Estate

Adam Salter, General Manager, tells us of Stoke Place’s remarkable history.
Built in 1690 by Royal Chef Patrick Lamb who was the cook for the Kings and Queens of England 
including Charles II, James II, Mary and Queen Anne. Lamb built the house with his payment for 
cooking James II’s coronation feast and the building has a history of wonderful Royal cuisine ever 
since. Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown was commissioned by Field Marshall Sir George Howard to 
landscape the estate grounds of Stoke Place in 1765 and the now world famous garden architect 
created the signature parkland with its lake and islands that remain today.

Some of you may have noticed if you have visited Stoke Place recently that The Cairn Group who 
saved the hotel from going into administration last year have been working hard over the last 12 
months to restore Stoke Place to its former glory.

The restaurant has been completely renovated, moved into a new location and refurbished as well 
as rebranded as the ‘King & Lamb’ restaurant, in honour of Stoke Place’s founder Patrick Lamb. The 
restaurant will be officially launched to the public through a series of exciting launch events in 2018 

The public rooms have been carefully refurbished and renovated to an exceptionally high standard 
without losing key ‘loved’ features such as the beautiful butterflies in the bar and the famous garden 
room wallpaper. The Victorian Kitchen Gardens have also received significant investment and now 
our menu features produce from the Garden which is situated on the estate such as honey from our 
Stoke Place Beehive.

As fortunate as we are working in the beautiful Stoke Place everyday, we want to encourage the 
local community to enjoy its beauty and so our enthusiastic events team have created an exciting 
calendar of community events with something for all ages. This year we’ve hosted a May Day family 
event with maypole dancing and live music, a Summer Country Fair, A Pop-Up Open Air Cinema 
Event, an immersive Halloween Murder Mystery dinner and our now famous Bonfire Night saw 
over 500 visitors to the grounds. We are also a wedding venue and host a number of corporate 
conferences for Blue Chip Companies all across the UK.

If you haven’t visited Stoke Place, our Butterfly Bar is open every day and evening and serves a bar 
menu for food as well as drinks. We serve a delicious hot breakfast everyday and our restaurant 
has a two or three course set lunch menu that’s excellent value at £19.95, including on Sundays 
for Sunday Lunch. Our signature afternoon tea is £24.50 per person. We are dog friendly in the bar 
and we have 14 dog friendly bedrooms. We have a fishing licence for our lake and can offer fishing 
packages We welcome you to visit us to see this amazing hotel steeped in history for yourself

62



� e Team work to an extremely high standard and take pride in a personal and bespoke 
approach with all our clients and applicants to help them reach their goals.

Based in the heart of Farnham Common

FOREMAN KING ESTATE AGENTS

Call us now for your free Market Appraisal or for further information on and we will be happy 
to assist you with your move.

THE AREAS MOST EXPERIENCED LOCAL AGENT.
WE OFFER A WEALTH OF LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

& OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE.

• SALES
• LETTINGS & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

• LAND & NEW HOMES

www.foremanking.com
01753 643222

Our Lettings Manager Lisa Hall-Bruce is a member of 
ARLA and o� ers up-to-date legal guidance and advice 
if you are looking to Let your property or Rent a home.

� e Managing Director, Richard Foreman has 
infallible knowledge of the property market and can 
o� er � rst class, con� dential advice, recommendations 
and guidance in all areas of the property market.

Foreman-King-A5-Advert.indd   1 29/09/2016   12:05:52
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Last Night of the Proms at 
St John’s Farnham Common

Peter Cutmore had the bright idea of celebrating the Last 
Night of the Proms, not in the Royal Albert Hall, but in our 
own local church, St John’s. Early in September about 70 
people enjoyed a really scrumptious supper, organised by 
Prue Neale and Clare Henry and their team, listening to 
the first half of the concert on the radio. Moving smartly 
into the church, we viewed the second half on a large 
screen. By then quite merry, we joined in the singing with 
enthusiasm, with Peter conducting us vigorously.

Singing patriotic songs and waving flags. Chris Leister Crowe enters into the spirit of 
the occasion.
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Our Club works to support the local
community and is part of the Rotary
International organisation with 1.2m
members worldwide.

We get together every Thursday at 8 pm to
enjoy a meal with interesting speakers and
organise social events and fund raising
projects.

If you live or work in The Farnhams,
Hedgerley, Burnham, Stoke Poges or
neighbouring areas why not come along to
one of our meetings to find out more?

Contact Becky on 07887 512643 or 
visit www.rcbb.co.uk

Ironing by Flori

tel:07879626434

Charges: 
Prices start at £2.20 per1 lbs 

Minimum charge 10 lbs 
Free collection and next day 

delivery

For more details please 
call Flori on: 07879626434

01753 520247       
hello@igniteprint.co.uk
Unit 15c, Slough Business Park, Slough, Berkshire SL1 3FQ

“Creative Comm ercial Printers who go the extra mile”

Ignite Print is a leading commercial design 
and print company offering a wide range of 
products from business stationery to a fully 
bespoke printing service. Contact our friendly 
team to discuss your requirements...
let us bring your ideas to life!

BOOKLETS 

BROCHURES • LEAFLETS
LARGE FORMAT • VINYL

BUSINESS CARDS • STATIONERY 

POSTERS • PACKAGING • LITHO 

POP UP BANNERS • BRANDING 
FOIL BLOCKING • DESIGN • STICKERS 

DIE CUTTING • LOGOS 

TRAINING MANUALS  
MAILING CAMPAIGNS 

MAGAZINES • DISPLAYS 

EMBOSSING/DEBOSSING 
CALENDARS • BINDING  

FULFILMENT 
UV-VARNISH 

FLYERS 
SAME DAY

www.igniteprint.co.uk
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Concerts and Events 
Slough Philharmonic Society 

Saturday 11 November 2017 - 7.30pm at St Bernard’s, Langley
Wagner 		 Mastersingers Overture
Berio 		 Ritirata notturna di Madrid de Boccherini
Ronald Binge 		 Concerto for Alto Saxophone
Rachmaninov 		 Symphony No 2

Saturday 16 December 2017 - 7:30 pm at School Hall, Eton 
Puccini 		 Messa di Gloria
Vaughan Williams 	 Fantasia on Christmas Carols
Hely-Hutchinson 	 Carol Symphony (extracts)
Carols for Choir and Audience

Saturday 10 March 2018 at 7.30pm at Caldicott, Farnham Royal
Dvořák		 Overture: Vanda
Rachmaninov		 Piano Concerto No 2
Tchaikovsky		 Symphony No 5

Saturday 28 April 2018 at 7.30pm at St Bernard’s, Langley
Handel		 Messiah

For full details and booking information visit: sloughphil.org

Royal Free Singers 
The Royal Free Singers’ next concert is on Saturday 2nd December at Windsor Parish Church, at 
7.30, tickets £15. 

This will be a very exciting concert, with the first performance of a specially commissioned work 
by the choir’s Patron, Jonathon Willcocks: The Song of Mary. The concert will be conducted by 
Jonathan Willcocks, and the orchestra will be Southern Pro Musica. The choir and orchestra will 
also perform Mozart – Symphony no. 35 K385 “Haffner”, and Beethoven – Mass in C. 

Tickets are available from the Royal Free Singers Box Office, telephone 07434 626045, or online 
booking: www.rfs.royal-windsor.com
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Stoke Poges Singers 
Stoke Poges Singers started the 2017/18 season, the second under the baton of conductor Andy 
Langley, with a stirring Winter concert typical of the eclectic mix of choral music Andy has brought 
to the choir. Under the headline “Winter Wonder Brahms!” this featured pieces by two Titans of the 
musical world Stevie Wonder and Johannes Brahms, plus music by their contemporaries. Works by 
Bernstein, Wagner and Franck completed a journey of contrasts thorough 19th and 20th Century 
music. As is usual with all SPS concerts, the proceeds were donated to a local charity on this 
occasion The Salvation Army Soup Kitchen, Slough.

For the Spring 2018 Concert (to be held at 7.30pm in St John’s Church, Farnham Common on 17th 
March 2018) the Stoke Poges Singers will revert to a more traditional programme of classical music. 
This will feature two choral favourites - Antonio Vivaldi’s ebullient and life affirming Gloria, RV 589 
and Gabriel Fauré’s beautiful and consoling Requiem, op.48. There is also an opportunity to learn 
and perform Vivaldi’s Gloria at our “Come and Sing” day on March 3rd 2018 at St Andrews Church 
Centre, Stoke Poges. 

For more information on these concerts and other events, to book tickets, or if you would like to join 
and sing with us please visit our web site www.stoke-poges-singers.org.uk
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Care 
can be 

different

 
 
A registered charity and not for profit organisation. (Registration No. 1014986).

www.fremantletrust.org

To find out what makes us different, call us on:  
01296 737371 or visit Farnham Common House,  
Beaconsfield Road, Farnham Common, SL2 3HU

At Farnham Common House we put care and kindness at the heart of 
everything we do. Our residential and dementia care is tailored to support 
and enrich people’s lives and individual needs.

Fine and Country Gardens
Telephone : 01753 663055 or 07712 444976

We are based in Stoke Poges and provide a
full range of gardening services from regular
garden maintenance through to complete
landscaping projects.

www.fineandcountrygardens.co.uk

Email : info@fineandcountrygardens.co.uk

Lawns, paths, patios, driveways, fences,
wooden structures, sleepers, terracing,
plants, decking, pergolas and living walls.
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From the Registers (July to September 2017)

Baptisms:
St. John Farnham Common	 Alexander Joshua James FOULDS

St. Mary Farnham Royal	 Marley Geoffrey REEVES

	 Megan LONG

St. Mary Hedgerley	 Thomas Edward DARBY

Anniversary Blessings:
St. Mary Farnham Royal	 David & Victoria Sumner (10 years)

Weddings:
St. Mary Farnham Royal	 Jonathan Poulter & Mariana Maccariello	

Funerals:
St. Mary Farnham Royal	 Thelma Green

St. Mary Hedgerley	 Paul Hurst

Crematoriums & Cemeteries:
No funeral services were conducted in crematoria or cemeteries from July to September

Megan Long - baptised at St Mary Farnham Royal on 
16th September - with her parents Billy & Marissa

Marriage of Jonathan Poulter & Mariana Maccariello 
on 9th September at St Mary Farnham Royal
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• Residential Conveyancing
• Commercial Property Transactions
• Matrimonial and Family Law
• Wills and Trusts
• Lasting Powers of Attorney
• Probate and Estate Administration

 
 

See our website for testimonials 

 

and call us for an initial chat and a quote.

Tel: 01753 861115 | www.charles-coleman.com
28-30 Beaumont Road, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1JP

Proud to have been providing legal 
support to the families and businesses  

of the area for over 65 years in;

Scoil Rince 

Céim Óir

Established Irish 
Dancing School 
for 25 years in 
West London

Classes available in 
Hanwell, Great West Road, Brook Green, Shepherds 

Bush, Amersham, Chalfonts, Farnham Common. 

Visit our web site 

www.ceimoir.com

The  
Champions 

Choice
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Photo Competition

Would you like to see your picture as the cover of our next magazine?

We live in such a beautiful area, ideal for the photographers amongst you.

Graham, our Rector, has submitted these lovely pictures from his walks in the Beeches taken with his 
iphone! It shows that you don’t need an expensive camera, just some patience and a good eye!

I am now looking for a cover shot for our March 1st edition, can you please send any spring-related 
entries to me at morris.paula@mail.com by 10th January.

Please ensure that all pictures are of a

high resolution and high DPI (minimum

300) and a minimum size of 750kbs,

no blurring, fully sharply in focus, no

sun showing through blurring. 

Please send photos in original size 
and in portrait (upright) orientation -  
NOT in landscape (horizontal) orientation 

Happy snapping! 

The Pinewood Hotel, Wexham Park Lane, George Green, Buckinghamshire, SL3 6AP 
01753 896400  |  events@pinewoodhotel.co.uk  |  www.pinewoodhotel.co.uk
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Charity Fundraiser for Macmillan Cancer

One in three people will be affected by cancer in their lifetime and nothing brings that fact home 
more than when a family member or friend is diagnosed. Even more shocking is that the survival 
rate to ten years is 50% according to Cancer Research UK. This makes the work done by Macmillan 
Cancer Support so vital in informing and supporting cancer sufferers and their families through what 
would be the most difficult time of their lives. 

To support the battle against cancer some 50 members of the close family and friends gathered at 
a house in Farnham Common to have lunch, come together as a community, share their stories 
and raise money for Macmillan. The hosts of the event were Cllr Mr and Mrs Dhillon. Mrs Dhillon 
has recently beaten breast cancer as had her sister. They had lost one of their brothers to cancer. 
As for Mr Dhillon, two of his brothers and his father all had prostate cancer. And that was just those 
impacted from the one extended family. From the one street of 20 houses there was a further three 
people in attendance who had also fought cancer.

To say that the day was an emotional one is an understatement as many were close to tears during 
a speech from the local Macmillan nurse. Tears which rapidly turned to joy as the total raised for the 
day was revealed as an impressive £1600. Those in attendance were still not happy and immediately 
fished out some more money and the total grew even further to £1900.00 contributions still coming in 
now. This money will help to provide information and support to many more people right across the 
UK and as a charity Macmillan relies on these donations to continue with its good work.

If you would like to help you can either donate by visiting https://www.macmillan.org.uk/donate or 
host your own event.

Cllr Dev Dhillon 

 

One in three people will be affected by cancer in their lifetime and nothing brings that fact 
home more than when a family member or friend is diagnosed. Even more shocking is that 
the survival rate to ten years is 50% according to Cancer Research UK. This makes the work 
done by Macmillan Cancer Support so vital in informing and supporting cancer sufferers and 
their families through what would be the most difficult time of their lives.  

To support the battle against cancer some 50 members 
of the close family and friends gathered at a house in 
Farnham Common to have lunch, come together as a 
community, share their stories and raise money for 
Macmillan. The hosts of the event were Cllr Mr and 
Mrs Dhillon. Mrs Dhillon has recently beaten breast 
cancer as had her sister. They had lost one of their 
brothers to cancer. As for Mr Dhillon, two of his 
brothers and his father all had prostate cancer. And that 

was just those impacted from the one extended family. From the one street of 20 houses there 
was a further three people in attendance who had also fought cancer. 

To say that the day was an emotional one is an understatement as many were close to tears 
during a speech from the local Macmillan nurse. Tears which rapidly turned to joy as the total 
raised for the day was revealed as an impressive £1600. Those in attendance were still not 
happy and immediately fished out some more money and the total grew even further to 
£1900.00  contributions still coming in now. This money will help to provide information and 
support to many more people right across the UK and as a charity Macmillan relies on these 
donations to continue with its good work. 

If you would like to help you can either donate by visiting 
https://www.macmillan.org.uk/donate or host your own event. 
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Parliamentary & Council Information

Member of Parliament for Beaconsfield Constituency
Dominic Grieve MP 02072 196220 email: grieved@parliament.uk

Buckinghamshire County Councillors
Stoke Poges & Farnham Common	 Ralph Bagge	 07472 042035
	 Email: cllr.ralphbagge@gmail.com
 
Farnham Royal & Burnham Beeches	 Linda Hazell	 01628 661024
	 Email: linhazell@btopenworld.com
South Bucks District Council
Council Office	 sbdc@southbucks.gov.uk	 01895 837200
Farnham Royal &	 David Anthony
Hedgerley Ward	 Dev Dhillon 
Stoke Poges Ward	 Ralph Bagge
For Councillor contact details visit	 www.southbucks.gov.uk/councillors
Farnham Royal Parish Council Councillors:
Chairman	 Trevor Clapp	 643623
Vice Chairman	 Bob Milne	 642149
Finance Committee Chairman	 John Hodges	 646500
	 Neil Hodgkins	 626930
	 Roger Home	 642078
	 Clive Robinson	 642124
	 Paul Rowley	 643300
	 Richard Thomas	 642210
	 Victoria Thompson	 648124
	 Judy Tipping	 644831
FR Parish Clerk – Mrs Hilda Holder		  648497

Email: clerk@farnhamroyal-pc.gov.uk Sherriff House, The Broadway, FC SL2 3QH

Website: www.farnhamroyal-pc.gov.uk

Parish Council Meetings are open to the public and press. Public comment may be made, at the 
invitation of the Chairman, during the first 15 minutes of the meeting. Letters concerning parish 
matters should be sent to the Parish Clerk who will bring them to the attention of the Councillors. 
Residents who have matters to bring to the Council’s attention are advised that it is more 
effective to attend meetings in person.

Next Meetings - (starting at 7.30pm)
January 22	 Full Council, Farnham Common Village Hall
February 26	 Full Council, Farnham Royal Village Hall
March 5 	 Annual Parish Meeting, FR Village Hall
March 26 	 Full Council, Farnham Common Village Hall

74



Apple MOT’s
Stoke Wharf, Stoke Road
Slough, Berkshire SL2 5AU
Tel: 01753 821310

• Cars & light commercials

• Three wheelers

• Classes III, IV, V & VII MOT’s

• Large campers

• FREE RE-TEST

• Open 7 days a week

• Prices start from just £4.99

Save

£10*
with this advert

*cars only

Hand Car Wash &
Professional Valeting

Drive through MOT’s
whilst you wait
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going the extra mile
to give you your dream smile

Ceramic Braces

Children’s Braces

Lingual Braces

Implants

0% Finance*

Free Consultation

www.moonlightdental.co.uk

www.sloughbracescentre.co.uk

Tel. 01753 526301

Moonlight Dental Surgery

Wentworth Avenue

Slough SL2 2DG

C o s m e t i c  B r a c e s  S y s t e m

Six Month Smiles®
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Computers
Phil Jones Computers	 50

Education
Caldicott Preparatory School	  2
Dair House School	 13
Irish Dance School	 71

Estate Agents
Foreman King	 63

Financial & Legal Services
Charles Coleman (Solicitors)	 71

Food & Drink
Beeches Café	 10
Festive Dining - Stoke Place	 49
Greek Home Cooking	 32
Memories of India	 26
Pinewood Hotel	 72

Funeral & Burial
Arnold Funeral Services	  6
Newman & Son	 71
Opal Funerals	 10

Garages
Apple MOT’s	 75
Beeches Garage Ltd.	 54
Wright First Time	 39

Garden
Fine & Country Gardens	 69
Grassbox Garden Machinery	 9
Lawntender	 50

Health & Beauty
Barbara Meadows (Counsellor)	 6
Dee S Clark (Chiropodist)	 57

Help in Hearing	 47
Jennifer Selby (Chiropractor)	 50
Jill Frew (Physiotherapist)	 35
Moonlight Dentists	 76
South Bucks Physiotherapists	 19
Spirit Hair	 44
Yoga with Lindi	 35

Hire
Hedgerley Memorial Hall	 71
Farnham Royal Village Hall	 54

House & Home
Adrian Martin (Decorators)	 6
Alpha Windows	 79
Ashford Interiors	 16
Attention to Detail (Domestic Installer)	 32
Bucks & Berks Maintenance	 54
Carey & Son (Decorator)	 39
Flori Ironing	 65
Forever Living	 39
Kitchen Art	 67
Ovenclean	 39
Pureflow Plumbing	 58
Ridgwell Windows & Conservatories	 10
Smart Dec (Decorators)	 19
Templewood Builders Ltd.	 58
Templewood Security Systems Ltd.	 26

Miscellaneous
Burnham Rotary Club	 65
Freemantle Trust	 69
Ignite Print	 65
My Boutique	 9
Spar Hedgerley	 57
Stoke Park	 41
Warboys (Clock Repair & Restoration)	 75

Index of Advertisers 
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Church Information
The United Benefice of Farnham Royal with Hedgerley (Anglican)
St Mary Farnham Royal
11:00 am	 Holy Communion (1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th Sundays)
11:00 am	 Family Praise (2nd Sunday)
Baptisms on 4th Sunday of the month

St John Farnham Common
08:00 am	 Holy Communion (1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays)
09:30 am	 Holy Communion (Every Sunday)
Baptists on 1st Sunday of the month

St Mary Hedgerley
08:00 am	 Holy Communion (2nd, 4th Sundays)
11:00 am	 Holy Communion (1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays)
11.00 am	 Church Family Worship (2nd Sunday)
11:00 am	 Family Praise (4th Sunday)
Baptisms on 1st Sunday of the month

St Mary’s Hedgehogs Toddler Group – Thursday in term time 10:00 am at Scout HQ
The pattern will vary slightly depending on circumstances and patronal festivals. For further information, please 
contact Rev Graham Saunders on 01753 643233. To receive a weekly email bulletin (E-pistle) of our services and 
activities, email Graham revghs@gmail.com.

Clergy
The Revd Graham Saunders	 The Rectory, Victoria Road, FC	 643233
The Revd Gordon Briggs	 52 Freemans Close, Stoke Poges	 662536
The Revd Jan Clark	 55 Cranwells Lane, FC	 646546
Mr John Turkington – Licensed Lay Minister

Church Office
St John’s Vestry, Victoria Road, FC		  644130
Open usually Wednesdays 9:30am-12:30pm
unitedbeneficeoffice@gmail.com	 www.farnhamroyalchurches.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/ubfarnhamroyalwithhedgerley
For Baptism, Banns and Wedding enquiries ring Revd Graham Saunders 	 643233

Church Wardens
St Mary FR	 St John FC	 St Mary Hedgerley
Mr S Taylor 07890 615542	 Mr P Brooker 710865	 Mrs R Brogden 892076
	 Dr R Neale 645631	 Vacancy

Other Denominations
Farnhams & Hedgerley Community Church
Sundays: 10:30 am at FC Infants School – Pastors Barry & Vicky Thompson
Fridays: 10-11:30 am ‘Pop-In’ for parents and toddlers – FC Village Hall
Office Address: 1st Floor Ashley House, The Broadway, FC	 648124

St Anthony’s Farnham Royal
Mass: Saturdays 6:00 pm Sundays 10:30 am. Weekdays (except Wed) 9:15 am	 267918
Enquiries to Rev Father Nicholas Nwanzi
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FREE QUOTES

10 YEAR GUARANTEE

HIGHLY SKILLED TEAM

We take great pride in every job we undertake
and are always professional.

No matter what the size of the job we visit the property to get an understanding of what is 

required. Next we design and develop your products following your specification. Finally we 

professionally install and test your products to make sure everything is in working order and 

that you are satisfied with the end result.

/AlphaWindowsLtd

www.alpha-windows.com  /  sales@alpha-windows.com

3 High Street, Iver, SL0 9ND

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
We supply & fit

double glazing, conservatories,

doors, porches and rooflines.

CALL US NOW

01753 663 663 



THE UNITED BENEFICE OF FARNHAM ROYAL 
WITH HEDGERLEY

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2017

Sunday 3rd December 

	 6.30pm	 Advent Carol Service	 St Mary, Farnham Royal 

Sunday 10th December	

	 4.00pm	 Christingle Service	 St. Mary Hedgerley

Sunday 17th December

	 6.30pm	 ‘Carols by Candlelight’	 St Mary, Hedgerley

	 6.30pm	 ‘Carols by Candlelight’	 St John, Farnham Common

Sunday 24th December – Christmas Eve	

	 No 8am Service

	 9.30am	 United Benefice Communion	 St John, Farnham Common

	 4.00pm	 Christingle Service	 St Mary, Farnham Royal

	 4.00pm	 Children Service	 St John, Farnham Common

	 11.30pm	 Midnight Mass	 St Mary, Farnham Royal

	 11.30pm	 Midnight Mass	 St John, Farnham Common

	 11.30pm	 Midnight Mass	 St Mary, Hedgerley

Monday 25th December – Christmas Day	

	 9.30am 	 Family Communion	 St John, Farnham Common

	 11.00am	 Family Communion	 St Mary, Farnham Royal

	 11.00am	 Family Communion	 St Mary, Hedgerley

Sunday 31st December – ‘The Second Sunday of Christmas’

	 No 8am Service

	 11.00am	 United Benefice Communion	 St Mary, Farnham Royal


