FRPC

FARNHAM ROYAL PARISH COUNCIL- GRANTS POLICY
Adopted 26" June 2017

INTRODUCTION

Farnham Royal Parish Council (FRPC) can only make a grant where it has the statutory power
to do so. Please see attached list summarising the powers under which a grant could be made.
There is no limit on the amount of a grant that can be made in pursuance of a power which
has clear statutory authority other than considerations of prudence having regard to FRPC’s
annual budget and reserves.

If an application is made for a grant which does not fit one of the headings of the attached list
then any grant may only be made under S.137 of the Local Government Act 1972. This would
not allow a grant to an individual but it could be used to benefit a group of parishioners. There
is an annual limit on the total amount that can be granted under S.137. For 2017/18 the limit
is calculated as being the sum of £7.57 times the number of the electorate in the parish.

FRPC’s awards are open to established voluntary or community groups, as well as new or
informal groups of parishioners who are or intend by the date of application to become formally
constituted.

The following policy has been adopted by FRPC. FRPC may make the award of any grant
subject to all or some of the following conditions. Required conditions will be at the discretion
of FRPC and take into account an organisation’s individual circumstances.

All groups will be treated equally. If an organisation has had a grant previously, they are not
guaranteed to receive financial support again, but are not excluded from applying again. A
fresh application will be required each time.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?

To be eligible for the award of a grant an organisation must:

» be established for charitable, benevolent, social, cultural, recreational or philanthropic
purposes;

* have a constitution, or set of rules, which define its aims, objectives and operational
procedures;

CONDITIONS OF SUPPORT

¢ the constitution and/or membership rules should be available for inspection by FRPC. In
addition, an organisation must demonstrate that it is properly managed and able to run its
affairs responsibly.

« FRPC may ask to inspect the audited accounts or accounts that have been independently
examined by a suitably qualified person, for the previous two financial years or, in the case
of a newly formed organisation, a detailed budget and business plan.

e An organisation is required to have a bank account in its own name with two authorised
representatives required to sign each cheque.

o All applications must demonstrate clearly how a grant will be of benefit to the local community
within the Parish.

¢ Due account will be taken of the extent to which funding has been sought or secured from
other sources or own fund-raising activities. Further details of other organisations that may
be supportive should be declared to FRPC when the application is made.

* In order to fully understand your project or activity, parish councillors may wish to visit your
project or activity, prior to it commencing. They may also wish to conduct a site visit once
your funded project is underway.

» As a minimum, you will write to confirm receipt of the cheque for audit purposes.



* Funding must only be used for the purpose agreed with FRPC and if the monies are not
spent on the items agreed, they must be returned.

» Funding must be spent within the financial year awarded and cannot be added wholly or
partly to your reserves.

* If your project costs are more than you anticipated on your application, any shortfall must be
met by you.

* FRPC would ask that you acknowledge its support in your publications, publicity and annual
reports.

WHAT CAN BE FUNDED?

* the project should be something which makes the local community a better place in which to
live, work or visit;

« it should benefit people who live in the parish;

» there must be clear evidence that local people support the project and are involved in carrying
it out;

THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT ELIGIBLE

* support for individuals or private business projects;

* the running costs of any organisation;

* projects which are the prime statutory responsibility of other government bodies;

* projects which improve or benefit privately owned land or property;

* projects which have already been completed or will have been completed by the time the
grant is made.

« Organisations or individuals intending to support or oppose any particular political party or to
discriminate on the grounds of race, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, marital status,
or any disability. This is in accordance with the duty the Parish Council has to consider the
following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities, Crime &
Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

e “Upward funders”, i.e. local groups whose fund raising is sent to their central HQ for
redistribution.

o Applications will not normally be considered from national organisations or local groups with
access to funds from national “umbrella” or “parent” organisations; unless funds are not
available from their national bodies or the funds available are inadequate for a specified
project.

 Applications from religious groups will be considered where a clear benefit to the wider
community can be demonstrated irrespective of their religious beliefs. Compliance with this
requirement will need to be demonstrated throughout the project.

o Applications from education, health or social service establishments will be considered
where the organisation can demonstrate that it is working in partnership with other groups
and where there are benefits to the wider community within the Parish.

HOW WILL DECISIONS BE MADE?

FRPC'’s decision will be made at the next available Council meeting following an application
and its decision will be final. Unfortunately, FRPC may not be able to fund all projects as there
may be more applications than there is money available. However, all applications will be
considered carefully. Due account will be taken of the extent to which funding has been sought
or secured from other sources or the applicant’s own fund-raising activities.

HOW TO APPLY

Applications should be made in writing. Please apply to the Clerk by letter or email.
Please submit information to include items in the following list:-

Purpose of grant

Anticipated benefit to the Parish

Amount applied for

Is support being sought from anywhere else/what fund raising have you done
Organisation: constitutional details/two years of accounts/bank account details.
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Powers and duties of parish councils

Function Powers & Duties Statutory Provisions

Access land Power to enforce byelaws Countryside and Rights of
made by another authority Way Act 2000, s. 17

Allotments Duty to provide allotments. Small Holdings & Allotments

Power to improve and adapt
land for allotments, and to let
grazing rights

Act 1908, ss. 23, 26, and 42

Baths and washhouses

Powers relating to provision
of public baths, washhouses
and bathing huts

Public Health Act 1936, ss.
221 - 223 and 225 - 227

Burial grounds,
cemeteries and crematoria

Power to acquire and
maintain

Power to provide

Power to agree to maintain
monuments and memorials
Power to contribute towards
expenses of cemeteries

Open Spaces Act 1906, Ss 9
and 10; Local Government
Act 1972, s. 214; Parish
Councils and Burial
Authorities (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1970, s. 1
Local Government Act 1972,
S. 214(6)

Bus shelters

Power to provide and
maintain shelters

Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 1953, s. 4

Bye-laws Power to make bye-laws in Public Health Act 1875, s.
regard to pleasure grounds 164
Cycle parks Road Traffic Regulation Act
Baths and washhouses 1984, s.57(7)
Open spaces and burial Public Health Act 1936, s.223
grounds Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.15
Mortuaries and post-mortem | and 12
rooms Public Health Act 1936, s.198
Public Conveniences Public Health Act 1936, s. 87
Clocks Power to provide public Parish Councils Act 1957, s.2

clocks

Closed churchyards

Powers as to maintenance

Local Government Act 1972,
s.215

Commons

Power for parish council to
contribute to expense relating
to scheme for the regulation
and management of a
common

Commons Act 1899, s.5

Common pastures

Powers in relation to
providing common pasture

Smallholdings and Allotments
Act 1908, s.34

Conference facilities

Power to provide and
encourage the use of
facilities

Local Government Act 1972,
s.144

Community centres

Power to provide and equip
buildings for use of clubs
having athletic, social or
recreational objectives

Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 1976 s.19

Crime prevention

Powers to install and
maintain equipment and
establish and maintain a
scheme for detection or
prevention of crime

Local Government and Rating
Act 1997, s.31

Drainage

Power to deal with ponds and
ditches

Public Health Act 1936, s.260




Entertainment and the arts

Provision of entertainment
and support of the arts

Local Government Act 1972,
s.145

Financial assistance

Duty to require information

Local Government Act 1972,
s.137A

General powers

Power to incur expenditure
for certain purposes

Local Government Act 1972,
s. 137

Gifts Power to accept Local Government Act 1972,
s.139
Highways Power to maintain footpaths Highways Act 1980, ss.43,50
and bridle-ways Parish Councils Act 1957,
Power to light roads and s.3; Highways Act 1980,
public places s.301
Provision of litter bins Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6
Powers to provide parking Road Traffic Regulation Act
places for bicycles and 1984, ss.57,63
motor-cycles, and other Highways Act 1980, ss.30,72
vehicles Parish Councils Act 1957, s.1
Power to enter into Highways Act 1980,
agreement as to dedication ss.47,116
and widening Highways Act 1980, s.130
Power to provide roadside Road Traffic Regulation Act
seats and shelters 1984, s.72
Consent of parish council Highways Act 1980, s.96
required for ending
maintenance of highway at
public expense, or for
stopping up or diversion of
highway
Power to complain to
highway authority as to
unlawful stopping up or
obstruction of highway or
unlawful encroachment on
roadside wastes
Power to provide traffic signs
and other objects or devices
warning of danger
Power to plant trees and lay
out grass verges etc. and to
maintain them
Investments Power to participate in Trustee Investments Act
schemes of collective 1961, s.11
investment
Land Power to acquire by Local Government Act 1972,
agreement, to appropriate, to | ss.124, 126, 127
dispose of Local Government Act 1972,
Power to accept gifts of land | s.139
Litter Provision of receptacles Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6
Lotteries Powers to promote Lotteries and Amusements

Act 1976, s.7

Mortuaries and post
mortem rooms

Powers to provide mortuaries
and post mortem rooms

Public Health Act 1936, s.198

Open spaces

Power to acquire land and
maintain

Public Health Act 1875, s.164
Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9
and 10

Parish documents

Powers to direct as to their
custody

Local Government Act 1972,
S.226




Public buildings and
village hall

Power to provide buildings for
public meetings and
assemblies

Local Government Act 1972,
s.133

Public conveniences

Powers relating to provision
of public conveniences

Public Health Act 1936, s.87

Recreation

Power to acquire land for or
to provide public walks,
pleasure grounds and open
spaces and to manage and
control them

Power to provide
gymnasiums, playing fields,
holiday camps

Provision of boating pools

(see Local Government Act
1972, Sched.14 para.27)
Public Health Act 1875, s.164
Public Health Acts
Amendment Act 1890 s.44
Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9
and 10 Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 1976, s.19

Public Health Act 1961, s.54

Town and country
planning

Right to be notified of
planning applications

Town and Country Planning
Act 1990, Sched.1, para.8

Tourism

Power to encourage visitors
and provide conference and
other facilities

Local Government Act 1972,
s.144

Traffic calming

Powers to contribute
financially to traffic calming
schemes

Highways Act 1980, s.274A

Transport

Powers in relation to car-
sharing schemes, taxi fare
concessions and information
about transport

Powers to make grants for
bus services

Local Government and Rating
Act 1997, s.26, 28 and 29
Transport Act 1985, s.106A

War memorials

Power to maintain, repair,
protect and alter war
memorials

War Memorials (Local
Authorities' Powers) Act 1923,
s.1; as extended by Local
Government Act 1948, s.133

Water supply

Power to utilise well, spring
or stream and to provide
facilities for obtaining water
from them

Public Health Act 1936, s.125




